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Willow Park is a Zoo located in Logan Utah. 
It has over 40 species of animals including 
birds, canines, ungulates (hoofed animals), 
rodents, and reptiles. This 1 credit 
internship gave me the opportunity 
to learn about taking care of various kinds 
of animals. In addition to this, I learned 
about the disease pathology and treatment 
of them.
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I would like to thank Dr. Kimberly 
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me during the internship. Thank you also 
to Emily Dorsey, a Willow Park staff 
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care.
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• Learn about basic veterinary care for wild 
and domestic animals

• Learn about zoonotic diseases pertaining 
to the types of animals at Willow Park

• Learn about vaccination in zoo animals

• Learn how to collect biological samples 
for pathogen identification in animals

• Learn how to work with animals and 
better understand how to take care of 
them

Objectives

I wrote a catalog detailing diseases that 
can possibly infect animals at Willow 
Park Zoo

Each Disease Entry Included:
• Etiology
• Symptoms
• Prevention
• Treatment
• If the disease is reportable or not

An example of an entry is shown in 
Figure 1

Zoonotic Diseases Catalog

In this internship, I learned about 
vaccinating zoo animals and collecting 
biological samples for pathogen 
identification. I watched several goats 
get vaccinated via subcutaneous 
injections. I also helped collect 
specimens from a goose that was being 
transferred to a different facility and 
needed be tested for pathogens.

Disease Prevention

I was involved in various activities 
where I learned to take care of animals:

• Finding and giving twigs to rabbits, 
deer, reindeer, elk and goats

• Good source of vitamins and 
minerals

• Preparing meals for birds of prey
• Butchering and preparing meat

• Preparing meals for herbivore and 
omnivore birds

• Fruits and vegetables
• Cleaning and feeding lambs
• Cleaning animals' cages

Management and Care of 
Animals

Willow Park Zoo Internship

Image 1: One of the newly 
arrived lambs at Willow Park 
Zoo after being fed and cleaned

Image 2: A Muntjac Deer (only 16 
inches tall!) eating a twig

On the right: 
Image 3: A bald 
eagle, whom I 
prepared meat-
based meals for

Above: Figure 1: An entry 
about tularemia in the 
Zoonotic Disease Catalog
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