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Happy July CANRI Affiliates & Friends!

I hope everyone is getting some relaxing in this summer after the
whirlwind of the academic year. I have three goals for this newsletter
First, share some of the exciting things we did during the spring
semester. Second, provide a sneak peak on some exciting plans for
the fall. And last, pass the CANRI baton to Drs. Stacia Ryder
(Sociology) and Sydney O’Shay (Communication Studies) as they will
be co-directing CANRI as I am on sabbatical over the next academic
year. These two will bring exciting expertise and experience to CANRI
leadership and I am thrilled to have them in this position.

New CANRI Leadership!

The Community and Natural Resources Institute (CANRI) is committed to interdisciplinary research and community
engagement centered on natural resource issues and environmental problems in the Intermountain West and

beyond. CANRI is housed in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHaSS) and brings together faculty and
students from across campus in the social sciences, humanities, and sciences to foster meaningful dialogue, cultivate

academic and community collaborations, and share data and resources to affect social-environmental change.
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Sydney sharing her findings from
the Utah People & Environment
Poll (UPEP) at the state capitol!

Thank you to our undergraduate
interns who graduated!!

Faith Walker
CANRI Communications

Sydney Fisk
Extension & UPEP Intern

Sydney sharing her expertise at
the Lavender Tour she and

Faith organized.
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Recent Publications
Check out a sample of pubs shared with us by CANRI-affiliates.

Adejugbe, B.O. and Ahmed, M.N.Q. (2025). Fertility intentions in the USA: unraveling gender and
age dynamics through a cross-sectional lens. Journal of Population Research, 42, 14, Springer.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12546-025-09365-2 

Ahmed, M.N.Q., Givens, J.E. (2025). Farmers’ Climate Change Adaptation Strategies and the Role of
Environmental Awareness and Education: A Review in Africa. In:Mbah, M.F., Molthan-Hill, P.,
Molua, E.L. (eds) Practices, Perceptions and Prospects for Climate Change Education in Africa.
Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-84081-4_9

Haq, S.M.A, Ahmed, M.N.Q. Jannath, F. and Ahmed, K.J. (2025). What aspects affect People's
perceptions of energy use? A comparison of heterogeneity vs homogeneity based on an in-depth
review. Acta Psychologica, 254, Elsevier. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.actpsy.2025.104797 

Saha B., Ahmed, M.N.Q., Ahmed, K.J., and Haq, S.M.A. (2025). What matters for environmental
concerns in Bangladesh? A study on university students in Bangladesh. Frontiers in Climate (Sec.
Climate, Ecology and People), 7 https://doi.org/10.3389/fclim.2025.1532308

Corkery, G., Miller, A. B., & Rogers, P. C. (2024). Quaking Aspen in a High-Use Recreation Area:
Challenges of People, Ungulates, and Sodium on Landscape Resilience. Land, 13(7), 1.
https://www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/13/7/1003  

Culver, L., Frehner, B., Grego, C., Meier, D., Paradis, B., & Wetjen, K. (2025). Navigating Climate,
Culture, Nature, Science, and Race: A Roundtable on Climate History in the Gilded Age and
Progressive Era. The Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, 24(2), 200-223.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1537781424000677

Theophilus, A., Ulrich-Schad, J., Flint, C. and Epperson, E. (2025), Amenity Migration and
Community Wellbeing in Washington's Kittitas County Post-COVID-19 Pandemic. Rural Sociology,
90: 3-22. https://doi.org/10.1111/ruso.12590

Theophilus, A., Ulrich-Schad, J.D. and Flint, C.G. (2025), Community-Level Food Sovereignty and
Wellbeing in the Upper Yakima River Basin: Framing Lived Experiences within Multi-Scalar Food
Systems Discourse. Sociological Inquiry. https://doi.org/10.1111/soin.70006

Nesbit, K. A., Yocom, L. L., Trudgeon, A. M., Rogers, P. C., McAvoy, D. J., Lane, E., & DeRose, R. J.
(2024). Stand composition and development stage affect fuel characteristics of quaking aspen
forests in Utah, USA. Canadian Journal of Forest Research, 55, 1-13. http://dx.doi.org/10.1139/cjfr-
2024-0095

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12546-025-09365-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-84081-4_9
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.actpsy.2025.104797
https://doi.org/10.3389/fclim.2025.1532308
https://www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/13/7/1003
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1537781424000677
https://doi.org/10.1111/ruso.12590
https://doi.org/10.1111/soin.70006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1139/cjfr-2024-0095
http://dx.doi.org/10.1139/cjfr-2024-0095


CANRI Highlights
Check out some highlights of what our faculty

and student affiliates have been up to!

Check out this PBS documentary featuring Paul
Rogers work on pando: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwBgSbPvg7Q 

Dr. Seth Archer’s “Sharks
upon the Land:
Colonialism, Indigenous
Health, and Culture in
Hawaiʻi, 1778–1855”
(Cambridge University
Press, 2018) was
shortlisted for the 2024
William H. Welch Medal
from the American
Association for the History
of Medicine. 

Betsy Brunner published a chapter in the edited
collection, Ecological Feelings, entitled
"Possessiveness," which traces the roots of this
complex feeling about nature to Western colonialism
through case studies in the American West. Link to
book:
https://msupress.org/9781611865257/ecological-
feelings/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwBgSbPvg7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwBgSbPvg7Q
https://msupress.org/9781611865257/ecological-feelings/
https://msupress.org/9781611865257/ecological-feelings/


Nowrin Fatema, an MA student in Sociology, was widely
recognized for her work:

Sociology student Mufti Nadimul Quamar Ahmed was
also recognized for his achievements!

Winner of the Achievement of the Year 2025 at
the Robins Award Ceremony 
Best Graduate Oral Presenter (College level) at
the Student Research Symposium 2025
Received USU Sustainability Award 2025
(Community Impact Category)
As a J. Redcliff Prize Winner 2025, gave an
invited research talk at the "Lunch and Learn"
Event organized by CHaSS

Master’s Student Researcher of the Year (2025) – Robins
Awards, Utah State University Link: 
USU Presidential Award for Community Engagement (2025) –
Utah State University
Sustainability Award (2025) – Utah State University
Master’s Student Researcher of the Year (2025) –
Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Criminal Justice,
Utah State University
Master’s Student Researcher of the Year (2025) – College of
Humanities and Social Sciences (CHaSS), Utah State
University
Finalist, Achievement of the Year (2025), Robins Awards –
Utah State University
J. Ratcliff Prize (2024) – Utah State University, for outstanding
community-engaged scholarship
Graduate Fellow Award (2024–2025) – Center for
Intersectional Gender Studiesand Research, Utah State
University
3rd Prize – Rapid Fire Research: 4 Minutes, 4 Slides
Competition, College of Science, Utah State University (2024)



CANRI Student Affiliates
Successful PhD & MA/MS defenses!

Lane Arthur - MS in Environment & Society - Thesis
titled: “From Rifles to Running Shoes: How Outdoor
Recreation Trends are Reshaping Conservation
Efforts."

Elizabeth (Beth) Bennett - PhD in Sociology -
Dissertation titled: “Still “The Last Best Place”?:
Amenity Migration and Concentrated Ownership in
Southwest Montana.”

Emma Epperson - MS in Environment & Society -
Thesis titled: “Adapting to Change in Amenity-
Oriented Communities: Innovative Strategies for
Shifting Social and Environmental Needs.”

Nowrin Fatema - MA in Sociology - Thesis titled:
“Forging Resilient Futures: The Role of Community
Organization in Addressing Environmental
Injustices Faced by Immigrants along the Wasatch
Front, Utah.”

Leonard Henderson - PhD n Sociology -
Dissertation titled: “Wild Water: Hydrosocial
Dislocation, Dispossession, and the Symbolic
Geographies of the American West.”



Bailey Holdaway - MS in Environment & Society -
Thesis titled: “Risk Perceptions and Water
Governance: Experiences of Irrigation Companies
in the Great Salt Lake Basin of Northern, Utah,
United States.”

Bailey Hughlett - MS in Communication Studies -
Thesis titled: “Understanding how Adult Survivors
of Childhood Cancer Narrate Their Lived
Experience: Memorable Messages of Childhood
Cancer Survivors.”

Kori Kurtzeborn - MS in Landscape Architecture &
Environmental Planning - Thesis titled:
“Sustainable Planning in Gateway Natural Amenity
Region Communities.”

Wesley Mathis - PhD in Technical Communication
& Rhetoric - Dissertation titled: “Re-interpreting
Bodies (of Water) in a Rhetorical Climate of
Ableism Designing New “Normals ” for
Environmental Communication at Bear Lake.”

Bryn Watkins - MS in Environment & Society -
Thesis titled: “Once Our Land Is Gone, It’s Gone”:
Farmer Perspectives on Growth, Embeddedness,
and the Future of Food in the Great Salt Lake
Basin.”

https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1525&context=etd2023
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1525&context=etd2023


Save the Date for these Fall
2025 Events! 

Saturday, October 4th
Time TBD
Wanless Performance Hall @ USU

Join us for a showing of the film - Illusion of
Abudance - which exposes a climate and
culture in crisis due to the declining Great
Salt Lake. This will be accompanied by a
sculptural dance piece, indigenous fashion
show, a performative land
acknowledgement, and a panel.



We thank everyone for continued involvement
and support of CANRI efforts! 

CANRI Director - Dr. Jessica Ulrich-Schad
USU Department of Sociology & Anthropology
0730 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT 84322
jessica.schad@usu.edu

mailto:jessica.schad@usu.edu

