
Assessment Plan: Creative Writing 
 

 
To determine the effectiveness of the department's academic program, the 

Creative Writing Emphasis in the English BA/BS degrees developed an 

assessment plan built around measuring student work vis-à-vis three key 

learning objectives. 

Creative Writing collects annual data from the academic year (spring semester, 

fall semester) by gathering senior papers from its courses and designating 

faculty readers from its curriculum committee to assess the student work in 
relation to the key learning objectives. Each emphasis evaluates the papers and 

posts its Outcomes Data on the department's assessment website. Each 

emphasis then makes decisions on the basis of this data and delineates 

its Data-Based Decisions on the assessment website. Along with this direct 

measure of student learning, Creative Writing also employs an indirect 

measure, student interviews, as well. 

 

For the Creative Writing Emphasis in the department’s BA/BS degrees, the three 

key Learning Objectives are: 

1. Identify and artfully explain significant questions (writing for an audience) 
2. Gather and analyze relevant information in writing 
3. Communicate ideas effectively through competence in form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART 2 of 2: INDIRECT MEASURES (Student Interviews) 
 

  

Faculty members meet with students annually and ask them the following questions: 

 

Courses 

What was your experience getting the classes you wanted? What was the longest you had to wait 

to get into a workshop? 

Was there a course you wanted to take but weren't able to? 

Could you tell a difference between the intro courses in a genre and the advanced ones? 

Did the intro classes prepare you for the advanced classes? 

Were you challenged? 

Is there a course we should be offering but aren’t? Do you perceive any gaps in your learning? 

Did the literature courses help you as a writer? 

 

Workshops 

Was there a workshop model that you thought was especially effective? 

Was there an organization to the course schedule you found especially helpful? 

Was there an approach to grading and feedback that you found especially effective? 

Profession 

 

 

Do you feel you learned enough about the writing profession? 

Are you prepared to submit creative work? 



Are you familiar with the journals of the field? 

Do you know how to apply to MFA and PhD programs? 

Are these things that matter to you? 

 

Extracurricular 

We have tried to offer additional outlets to our majors. We have guest speakers, Scribendi, 
Helicon West, and the creative writing club. Did you take advantage of these extracurricular 

activities? Why or why not? 

How could we make these additions more appealing or central to our students? 

  

Faculty 

Did the faculty who taught your creative writing courses seem knowledgeable? 

Did they share experiences with you as writers, model for you aspects of the profession? 
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