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INSTRUCTOR: This is the audio presentation covering the assignments in Greek lessons five and six. Please open your textbook to page 188. At the bottom of the page is the prefix dys. D-Y-S, meaning bad, disordered, or difficult. To those meanings, please add not, as in dyslogistic, meaning not favorable. Also add the meaning unlucky as in disaster, which was originally spelled D-Y-S-A-S-T-E-R. 
The next prefix at the top of page 189 is ec, E-C, or X-E-X. Either variant is the standard form, but the first ec, E-C, should not be confused with the Greek base ek, also spelled E-C. meaning house, dwelling, or niche, from which we get words like economics and ecology. This is an important base. Please learn it. I'm adding it to the canon of bases you should memorize and will be tested on. 
To the next prefix, N-E-N, meaning in or into, add the sense on. The M-E-M variant will appear when a base begins with B or P. As in embolism or empathy. The L-E-L variant only occurs in front of L. As in elliptical. Skipping endo, meaning within, which you still need to memorize, put a star next to the following prefix. Epi. E-P-I. You'll see it a lot. It will then come as no surprise that it has a number of connotations. 
Besides those which Mr. Ayres sights, upon, to, and in addition to, please add on top of. The epidermis lies on top of other skin layers. After, as in the name of the character from Greek myth, Epimetheus, Epimetheus means literally after thought. He's the brother of Prometheus, whose name means forethought. Against, as in epithet, a name or slur used against people to characterize them almost always negatively. There are other connotations this prefix can take to, in, into, and over, but I think the list is long enough for now. 
Now to the bases in lesson five on the same page. As always, you're responsible for memorizing all of them. Though I'm going to comment on only some. The first of which is centra. C-E-N-T-R. Please add the form center, C-E-N-T-E-R which gives us the word center. Won't be hard to memorize that one. The base itself is fascinating. The Greek word from which it comes, kentron, didn't originally mean center, but sting. Like the sting of a bee. That is a sharp point. 
The reason the meaning changed is the easiest way for the ancients to make a circle was to stick a sharp point, which they called a sting, into the surface you were writing on and move a stretched out piece of string around that point. The sharp point keeps the string stable. And if you attach a writing tool at the end of the string, you get a circle. So the center of the circle was to the Greeks, it's sting, the sharp point anchoring the string. 
Moving on. You should know that the base gam, G-A-M, meaning marriage, has a scientific sense to reproduction or propagation. From that comes a closely related base, also used in science, gamete, G-A-M-E-T-E, meaning an agent of reproduction, like sperm or eggs. Words like gamete and gametophyte come from this base. The next base, heme, hemat, is sometimes spelled with an A before the E. More often in Britain than America. And if it's preceded by a prefix, it loses its initial H. 
Later in this class when we study medical terminology, we'll see this base used as a suffix, emia, E-M-I-A, meaning a condition of the blood. In other words, it shows up in medical terminology so much it becomes a suffix. Skipping down to hod or od, H-O-D or just O-D, meaning way or road, don't confuse this base with the one we've studied already. Od meaning song. Usually, it's pretty clear whether a word is using the song or road base. During the exodus, the Hebrews were on the road, not at the opera. 
Notice the vowel grades in the next base. stol, S-T-O-L, stall, S-T-A-L, and stlE, S-T-L-E. An ogre [INAUDIBLE]. And do you remember the term for the last variant? S-T-L-E? That's right, a zero grade. Finally, to the next to last base, taph, T-A-P-H, meaning tomb, add the meaning bury. B-U-R-Y. The base often comes into English with a verbal sense. 
Now on to lesson six on page 193, where Mr. Ayers gives you another batch of prefixes. What's the collective noun for prefixes? A parcel of prefixes? An extension of prefixes? A hyperextension? A super hyperpreterdisextension? Nah, that's just annoying. That's it. An annoyance of prefixes. Be careful with the first two prefixes hyper and hypo. They look alike, but they mean the opposite of each other. Hyper is over and hypo is under. It might help to note how much they look like their Latin counterparts, super and sub. 
As to the meaning of hyper, there's a modern convention seen mostly in technical terminology that Greek hyper is more over than Latin super. That is, if you're going at supersonic speed, you're moving above the speed of sound. If you're going hypersonic, that's five times the speed of sound. The next prefix met, M-E-T, or meta, M-E-T-A, has a complicated history. Basically, it means after. But because this prefix was associated often with the Greek base for shape, morph, M-O-R-P-H, as in the word metamorphosis, it came to have a sense of change. An after shape implies there was a before shape, which in turn implies change. 
From this change sense, meta came to mean different and then beyond. To wit, the famous Greek philosopher Aristotle wrote a book that was called The Metaphysics because it discusses phenomena that were not part of the natural physical world. They are beyond physics. From that, meta has developed yet another sensibility, transcending, as in meta-theatre. A drama which is metatheatrical transcends the stage on which it's being played and calls attention to itself as a drama. 
There are many famous and quite a few of them impromptu meta-theatrical moments in theater history, such as when the famous actor John Barrymore is said to have picked up a cocktail during a play-- it was a prop, of course, and didn't have any alcohol in it --and said, if only this were real. To the next prefix, par, P-E-R, or para, P-A-R-A, append a star. It's very common in Greek-based derivatives. Its basic sense is beside. That is alongside. The way parallel lines run. 
But because something that's off to the side can be seen as not being in the place it ought to be, para also came to mean disordered. That is skewed, sideways, wrong, as in paratragic, meaning mocking tragedy. And since things that are not in the right place often stand in opposition to what's more mainstream, para can also convey a sense of opposition. For instance paradoxical, which means contrary to common belief, dox. 
But to the side doesn't always have to be antagonistic. It can be helpful too. The way paramedics assist doctors and paralegals lawyers. So para can just mean associated with or related to. If you want a complete rundown of the many connotations of para, you'll need to add all these meanings alongside skewed, sideways, to the side, wrong, contrary to, related to, which seems like a lot, doesn't it? Why don't we just leave it at to the side and wrong? That will get you through most derivatives that contain para. 
Skipping pere, P-E-R-I, about which I have nothing to add, be careful to distinguish pro, P-R-O, and pros, P-R-O-S. Pro means before or in front of. Whereas pros means toward or in addition to. They may look alike, but their meanings are worlds apart. A prosthesis, for instance, is something that's been put on [INAUDIBLE] in addition. Pros, it's an add on, like an artificial limb. Conversely, a prosthesis is something that's put in front of. Pro, something else, like a religious offering on a table in front of worshippers. 
And finally, Mr. Ayres cites five forms of the last prefix, syn, S-Y-N. Syn, sym, sil, sy, and sis. But the last one never appears in English. The second [INAUDIBLE] see in words like system, for instance, or systole, is actually part of the base S-T-E or S-T-O-L. Remove sys, S-Y-S, from this list. It's not a variant of syn. And that's it for the prefixes in this lesson. Indeed in Greek, in fact, in this whole class. That's right. We're done with prefixes completely in Latin and Greek. After you've memorized the ones we just discussed, of course. 
To end this audio presentation, let's look at the bases in this lesson, starting at the bottom of page 193 with ball, B-A-L-L, bol, B-O-L, and ble, B-L-E, meaning throw or put. What would linguists call those three variants? That's right. The A grade, B-A-L-L, the O grade, B-O-L, and the zero grade, B-L-E. To the ancient Greeks, throwing could sometimes convey a sense of slandering. Like we say, throwing mud on someone. From that sense, people who call others bad names and hurl insults at them were deemed dia, thoroughly, bolical, slandering. Thus diabolical. 
In the Christian tradition, the word diabolical came to be associated with satan, which makes sense. He often slanders God. Later, the diabol stem evolved into devil in English, diablo in Spanish. To dox, D-O-X, dog, D-O-G, add the meanings learning and observation. Teaching and opinion are often connected with those. In the next presentation, where I'll discuss a linguistic principle called Grimm's law, you'll see that the Greek base gno or gnos, G-N-O or G-N-O-S, spelled with an initial g, is cognate with our word no. As in you know. The node that starts with a K, which is now a silent letter. 
I'll show you why Greek gno and English cono may look different, but are actually related. Be careful not to confuse the Greek base hom, H-O-M or H-O-M-E, meaning same or similar with the totally unrelated Latin base homo, meaning man. Remember, not all men are the same. The base onym, O-N-Y-M, has a variant onmat, O-N-O-M-A-T, which you should add here. Onym derives from a nominative form, whereas onomat is the more common base form. 
The go meaning of pher, P-H-E-R, for P-H-O-R, meaning bear, comes from the sense bear oneself. If you bear yourself somewhere, you go there. Notice how close this is to its Latin cognate fer, F-E-R. But here in Greek there's no lat, L-A-T, variant. Isn't that nice? And last on this list is tact, T-A-C-T, and tax, T-A-X, meaning arrange or put in order, which also has a Latin homonym, tact, T-A-C-T, meaning touch. As distant as these senses may seem, the Latin and Greek tacts are in fact cognate. Underlying both is a sense of handle or effect. 
And we're finally done with Greek lessons five and six. Now it's time to start preparing for quiz four, the first assessment in the Greek section of the class. On that quiz, you'll be asked about the terms we've studied from Greek myth and history, as well as the prefixes and bases we've covered in Greek lessons three through six. Well, don't just sit there. Turn this presentation off and start reviewing your flashcards. Time's a' wasting. Speaking of which, what's the Greek base for time? Crone, C-R-O-N. See, you need to study. Happy. If ever so stressful, etymologizing. 
