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INSTRUCTOR: This is the audio presentation covering the assignments in Greek lessons 15 and 16. Please open your textbook to page 238, where you'll find the last Greek suffix you're required to memorize in this course. Ize, I-Z-E, meaning to make, to do something with or to subject to. Let's add the sense, to become, and also epitomize that down to just to, that is verb suffix. 
What do you mean what does epitomize mean? Come on, etymologize it. The prefix epi, meaning to, or it can just be intensive, plus the base tom, meaning cut, plus the suffix ize, to. So it means to cut down intensively. You could have figured that out for yourself. 
Back to ize. It's the only Greek verb suffix you need to learn. There are two other things you should note about it, however. First, the British often spelled this suffix I-S-E. Second, the number of hybrids which incorporate this suffix, including anything that ends ization, for example, randomization, is truly depressing. A clear indication of how much we treat ize like it's our own property and not something we borrowed from Greek, Western civilization. 
The bases in this lesson are few and remarkably straightforward. The first one, gon, G-O-N, meaning angle or angled figure, comes from the ancient Greek word for corner. Be careful not to confuse this base with its identical twin, the other Greek gon, which means reproduce or originate. That one we studied in Greek lesson 7. Usually it's obvious whether a word requires the sense corner, polygon, a geometric figure with many corners or produce theogony, meaning the birth of the gods. 
The next base, lab, L-A-B, or lep, L-E-P, or lem, L-E-M, comes from a very widely used verb in ancient Greek, which means take or seize. It's seen in English derivatives, like syllable, literally sounds taken together, and epilepsy a sudden seizure. Also dilemma, a situation in which there are two choices or two paths to take. 
That's all I have to say about lesson 15. So let's move on to the assignments for the next lesson, which starts on page 242. 
Here, Mr. Ayers gives you the Greek number bases, beginning with hemi, H-E-M-I, meaning half, which is not to be confused with another totally different Greek base, hem, H-E-M, meaning blood, to the following base, mon, M-O-N, meaning one or single, add the senses only or alone. A monoplane has only one wing alone. 
Moving down to the next base, prot, P-R-O-T, meaning first, original or primitive. Add the sense primary. The protagonist of a story is the primary, the central character. 
Now glance down the rest of this list. Recognize any of these Greek bases? If you squint a little they look a lot like their Latin counterparts. For instance, tri, T-R-I, meaning 3, is the same in both languages, as are oct or octa, meaning 8, and dec, meaning 10. Moreover, if you replace qu with T, tetra or tetra, meaning four, starts to resemble closely its Latin counterpart, quadra or quadru, and Latin quint, meaning 5, all but turns into Greek pent. 
This Q-U-P interchange is part of a larger pattern of linguistic evolution in Latin and Greek. And there is another such pattern here, too. Compare Greek hemi, meaning half, and Latin semi, meaning the same thing. 
Now look at hex and sex, both meaning 6, and hept and sept, both meaning 7. At one point in the history of ancient Greek, an initial S turned into H. Think soul, the Latin base for sun, and heli, its Greek counterpart. Even Latin cent, C-E-N-T, meaning hundred, and its Greek equivalent, hect, H-E-C-T, resemble each other a little. They are in fact related distantly. 
My point is, if you look at these Greek number bases carefully and recall their Latin counterparts, there's remarkably little you have to memorize here. The linguistic patterns indeed make some of the Greek forms almost predictable. 
Well, except for the Greek base kilo, K-I-L-O, meaning 1,000, which you should note, has another form, chili, C-H-I-L-I. Despite the fact that they rhyme, nearly, Greek kilo and mill, M-I-L-L, the Latin base for 1,000, are not related. Or if they are, only very distantly. 
English thousand is clearly not cognate with either. That such a high number base has no common ancestor in Proto-Indo-European suggests our Indo-European forebears didn't or couldn't count very high. Most likely because they didn't need to. If they were nomads, as the evidence suggests, they probably didn't own or run into 1,000 of anything. So then, why have a word you never use? That left the daughter languages on their own to concoct a word for thousand. The English word thousand comes from a base that means swell or swelling, the implication being that 1,000 is a swollen 100. 
That same swell base also gives us the word tumor, a swelling, and thigh, the swollen or thick part of the leg. The origin of neither the Greek base kilo nor Latin mill is clear. 
Finally, in the paragraph below these bases, Mr. Ayers notes that the Greek base for one is hen, H-E-N, and for nine is ennea, E-N-N-E-A. These are seen often enough in English, that they're worth learning, as is the pair of suffixes he mentions here too. The first, ploid, P-L-O-I-D, is equivalent to our suffix fold, as in two-fold, which in Greek would be diploid. Diploid. 
Please learn this suffix along with the other he cites in this paragraph. The number group suffix ad, A-D, which means a group numbering some number. A triad, for instance, is a group of three. What would be the word for a group of 9? An ennead. And a group of a thousand, A chiliad, C-H-I-L-I-A-D. 
And what about a group of one? No, not a henad, but a monad. Mon, in the sense of lonely. After all, one is the loneliest number. 
So learn these bases, little monast, and then you can go back to partying with your friends. That's it for this audio presentation. Happy etymologizing. 
