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INSTRUCTOR: This audio presentation covers the exercises in Latin lessons 19 and 20. Please turn to page 113, where Mr. Ayers lists the suffixes to be memorized in lesson 19. As always, I'll comment only on the word elements about which there is something I want to call to your attention, but you are responsible for memorizing all the suffixes and bases on these lists. 
The first suffix ure U-R-E meaning the act of or the result of can also mean the thing used for, as in denture, a thing used for teeth or legislature, a thing used to create law. This is yet another example of the change from abstract to concrete. See how much that happens? On the next page is the suffix or O-R meaning one who does or that which does. It has a feminine counterpart trix T-R-I-X seen in words like executrix and dominatrix. But I won't ask you to memorize the trix suffix since it's seen so little, but you should add a plural meaning to or those who do as in electorate, the legislative body of those who choose a politician for public office. 
Take careful note of the next suffix andum, A-N-D-U-M iendum I-E-N-D-U-M along with their variants, including the plurals anda and ienda. The essential sense of this suffix is must be, and while it's seen in relatively few English words, some are very important, not just agenda and memorandum, but also propaganda, innuendo and dividend, all things which in some way contain the sense must be. Dividends, for instance, must be divided up among shareholders. 
Now let's look at the basis in this lesson, starting with jac, J-AC ject J-E-C-T which means throw. This base also has a figurative mental sense used metaphorically to express what happens when you use throw in reference to your mind. What would you guess that figurative sense is? We discussed this in the metaphors lecture. What are you doing when you throw out an idea? Are you targeting your thought precisely? Do you know exactly what you're aiming at when you toss out a notion? No you're guessing. 
From that sense, we get our word conjecture, meaning a guess. So add the meaning take a guess to this base. To the next base, namen, N-O-M-E-N nomin, N-O-M-I-N add the form nom, N-O-M and put it in square brackets. It's the French form of this base and is seen in the French phrase some English writers use nomdeplu meaning a pseudonym, a false name. Writers sometimes write under a nomdeplum to disguise their identity. 
Be careful to remember that bases which start with S like star, stit, sist can lose that S when preceded directly by the prefix X. Thus words like extant, which is etymologically the prefix X meaning out plus the base star meaning stand, things that are extant stand out, that is, they continue to live extant loses its initial S to X. The same is true of exist, which is etymologically x plus sist and has the same general sense as X stands. Be careful with these missing Ss. You have been warned. 
Let's add a form here as we sometimes do. In this case the base vir , V-I-R. Vir goes back to two different Latin bases which look alike but have unrelated meanings. One means man and gives us words like virile and virtue and even werewolf, literally man wolf. The other means poison and is seen in English words like virus and virulent. I would like to stress that these bases are unconnected, not in any way related. Men are not poisoned, at least not according to linguists. 
Proceeding to lesson 20, you'll find on page 117 the verb forming suffix S-E-S-C-E. It means to begin or to become. Put parentheses around both Es because they're optional. Notably, the final E will drop when another suffix is added. Note also that S has a technical name, inchoative, I-N-C-H-O-A-T-I-V-E. The H is not pronounced. I want you to learn that term. Inchoative means a word or word unit denoting the beginning of an action, state, or occurrence. 
All English inchoatives, which come from Latin, have sc in them, which makes them very easy to identify in lists of terms to match. So that shouldn't present any problem on quizzes or tests. And they all, in one way or another, convey a sense begin or become. To end this lesson, let's look at the bases in lesson 20, starting at the top of page 118. 
To the first base carpit, C-A-P-I-T please add the sense chief. A capital city is a chief city. Capital can also be token wealth as in capital investments from the sense of principle that is chief funds. And because often in history someone's wealth has been associated with how much livestock they own, this base developed in a syncopated form into cattle, which are to this day still counted by head. 
Other financial words which stem from this base include chattel, meaning possessions, often used in reference to women as property and capitalist, literally a man of money. Originally a term of reproach coined during the French Revolution. And speaking of French, let's add a form to the base loc L-O-C here. It's French variant lieu L-I-E-U put it in square brackets. Lieu is seen in our word, lieutenant. Literally a placeholder. Someone who occupies the place of another, a substitute or deputy. 
Lieutenants originally stepped in for higher officers who were absent for some reason. Also, be careful not to confuse this base loc meaning place, with a different base locut L-O-C-U-T meaning speak. The next base put P-U-T comes originally from a Latin root that means prune, as in prune a bush. As I noted in the metaphors lecture, it's hard to say for certain why Romans saw thinking as pruning, other than it conforms with their preference for agricultural terminology and their larger metaphor that knowing is cutting. But I like to imagine that Romans saw the task of pruning bushes as a time for thinking about things. I do, but that's probably more folk than true etymology. 
Finally, let's add one base here milit, M-I-L-I-T which means soldier. We get words like military and militant from this base. So what do you think it means if the facts militate against someone's argument? Yes, they argue against it like little soldiers fighting it off. Militate that's a good word to know. And that's it for this audio presentation. Happy etymologizing. 
