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INSTRUCTOR: Greek lessons 20 and 21. The goals of Greek lessons 20 and 21 are, one, to review Latin forms since the final exam is fast approaching and you'll see Latin-based words on it, and two, to give you a glimpse into the plethora of technical and scientific words in English, which are based on classical roots, the majority from Greek. 
First, in this video presentation, you'll find a ten-sentence quiz, which focuses on the Latin roots we've studied in the first half of the class. That should give you some sense of which Latin forms you need to study as you prepare for the final. In the audio presentation accompanying this video, we'll take our first glimpse into the vast array of scientific terminology, which has been created out of classical word roots. When we're done here, please don't forget to listen to that audio presentation. 
As you stare down the final, which is cumulative and constitutes almost a third of your final grade, it's time to bring Latin back into the mix. The next three presentations will revive, rehearse, and refine your Latin word roots. I'll give you 10 sentences here and another set of 10 in each of the next two presentations, so you can dust off your Roman swords and sharpen them for the battle. 
The first decad, I know you what that means, we'll feature some straightforward Latinate vocabulary, nothing too weird. We'll crank it up in the next two sets of sentences. After each sentence appears, pause the presentation, etymologize the underlined word and define it to the best of your ability. Then restart the presentation to see the answer. 
Here's your first sentence. God seposed a seventh of our time for his exterior worship. Go ahead and pause, etymologize, and define. When you're done, restart the presentation to check your answer. Welcome back. Let's start at the beginning. Is there a prefix? Yes, se- meaning aside or away. Another prefix? No. 
So what about a base? There better be one, huh? That's right. POSE-, meaning place or put. Remember to define the basic word the way it will be in a dictionary. In this case, take off the final -d, the English past-tense marker. So what part of speech is sepose? A verb, meaning what? To set aside, to reserve. God set aside Sunday and made it a day of rest. Be sure to start your definition with to since this is a verb. Moving on. 
Sentence two. He never varied his ideas, seldom his expressions. He went on stubbornly verbigerating in the face of history. Pause the presentation now. Let's see how you did. Prefix? No. Base? VERBi-, meaning word. What's that -i- doing there? Oh, it's a sign that two bases are being combined. You could say it was the base I- or IT-, meaning to go, but don't use that base unless you have to. Remember that IT- is rarely ever, and for our purposes, never combined with other bases. 
So what's the second base? GER-, meaning carry, or carry on, or produce. Is there a suffix? Yes, -ate. But which -ate? There are two. Well, what part of speech is this word? It's a verb. So this must be the verb forming suffix -ate, which means to. Or you can just say, verb forming suffix. How easy is that? 
So put an etymological definition together. To carry on in or with words. Carry on. Does that sound positive or negative to you? Negative. So it's an example of what type of semantic change? Degeneration. To make the metaphorical leap-- and it's not a very big one here-- how would you give this word a negative connotation? How about, to repeat a word or sentence endlessly or meaninglessly? To verbitgerate, is to produce words, but not sense. Ever been around people who do that? Well, that's why there's a word for it. 
Sentence three. Most frequently this moss is subnascent and found on decaying trees. Pause. Let's see how you did. Prefix? Yes, sub-, meaning under. Another prefix? No. What's the base? NASC-, meaning NASCAR. No. Be born. Suffix? Yes. -ent, meaning -ing. Part of speech? Adjective. So what's the etymological definition? Being born under. What does that mean here in this sentence? What's the moss doing? Yes, growing underneath. I'm not sure we really need a word for that, but there it is. 
Sentence four. Rediant birds in spring also add to the glorious array of colors on these wetlands. Pause. Prefix? Re-, meaning back or again. Base? DI- Wait, there's not a DI- base, at least not in Latin. All right, if the base isn't obvious, try working from the back of the word. What's the suffix? -ent, -ing? Or it can be -ient, I-E-N-T. But then we're left with the problem of the base. There's no Latin base D- or DI- or R-E-D-I- But there has to be a base. Words must have bases. 
Well, whatever it is here, it can't be a big base a long one. So let's think about small bases. What do you go for when you can't find a base? What about what we just talked about? I- or IT-, meaning go. But then what about the d-. Oh, that's right. The prefix re- has a variant form R-E-D, plus the base I-, plus the suffix it-. And what part of speech is radiant? An adjective. What does it mean literally? Going back, how about coming back? Meaning birds that are returning from a migration, obviously. Migrating on. 
Sentence five. In one type of exorcism, the priest forces the demon out of its victim's lungs through exsufflation. Pause. Prefix? ex-, meaning out or from. Another prefix? Yes, sub-, meaning under, here in an assimilated form suf-. Another prefix? No, two is enough. Base? FLAT-, meaning blow. Next element, a suffix, -ion, meaning the act of. What part of speech? Noun. So what's the etymological definition? The action of breathing upon, which in this case means the forcible removal of a demon by pushing it out with breath. What is this? Holy mouth-to-mouth. 
Next Sentence. Sentence six. Etymologists often find a substantial difference between the primary and tralatitious meanings of a word. Pause. Prefix? Maybe this is another one where it's good to start at the back. Suffix? -ous, O-U-S. If so, what's the next element going backwards? I-T-I? No. 
Recognize any base in here? Sure LAT-, meaning what? Side, No, no. That's LATER- as in lateral. What's LAT-? That's right. Bear or carry. A variant of FER- F-E-R, so if lat- is the base, what's the suffix? There you go. -itious, meaning tending to. Then, what's the prefix? tra-, a variant of trans-, meaning across. What part of speech? Adjective. 
Now the etymological definition tending to bear a cross. Put that back into the sentence. Etymologists often find a substantial difference between the primary meaning and the meaning that tends to bear a cross of a word. Across what? Remember that FER- LAT- can sometimes mean bear yourself somewhere. That is, go. What do you go across when you define a word? That's right. We've been doing it all through this class. The metaphorical barrier. So the meaning of tralatitious is, having significance derived from something outside, something brought across. That is metaphorical. And speaking of metaphor, let's look at something from Shakespeare. 
Sentence seven. Perpend, my Princess, and give ear. Pause. Prefix? per-, meaning. through, thoroughly or completely. What's the next word element? The base PEND-, meaning hang or weigh. What part of speech is perpend? A verb. So what word should you begin your definition with? To. To way completely or carefully. Think metaphorically again. If you weigh something carefully in your mind, what are you doing? You're pondering. So the definition of perpend is to reflect, to consider. 
Now prepend this, sentence eight. Children from the youngest age should be encouraged to be omniligent. Even the back of a cereal box can be instructive. Pause. First word element? OMNI-, meaning all. Is that a prefix? No, it's a base. You need to write it in all caps. And the next element? LEG-, another base. Meaning choose or read. What about the -i- in between OMNI- and LEG-? Yes, the combining vowels seen often buffering bases. Next element, the suffix -ent, meaning -ing. Part of speech? Adjective. Etymological definition? Reading all things. And naturally that implies eager to read. 
Let's look at another word with two bases. Sentence nine. After a roughly sexennial period, the war was brought to its end with the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Pause. What's the first word element? The base SEX-, meaning six. And the second? ENNI-, meaning year. Where's the buffering -i-? You don't need it here, because there's nothing that needs to be buffered. The E at the front of ENNI- can easily follow the X at the end of SEX-. 
Any suffix here? Yes, -al. Not -eal the highest part of the base. And what does -al mean? What do you say when you can't remember the definition of an adjective forming suffix? What's your best guess? That's right. Pertaining to. And in this case, you'd be right. So what part of speech is sexennial? An adjective. Remember that the last suffix dictates the part of speech. And then what's the definition? Lasting six years. Don't forget to put -ing on the end of the first word when you're defining an adjective. 
And finally, sentence ten. Fricatives like F and V are sometimes termed obstruents. Pause. This time, you tell me the word elements starting from the front of the word. Yes, the prefix ob-, meaning against. Next, the base STRU-, meaning build. You probably know this base better in its past tense form STRUCT-, but construing and constructing are etymologically the same thing. 
Remember to try adding -t- or -s- onto the end of a verb base if you can't recall its meaning. A -t- or -s- of that sort creates the past tense form, and sometimes that form has produced a derivative you're more likely to recognize, like construct versus construe. Last element? Good, the suffix -ent, meaning -ing. See how often that shows up. 
And what part of speech is this word? Well, from -ent you'd guess it's an adjective, but here it's clearly a noun. Look at the plural ending -s. Only nouns can be pluralized in English, so it's an adjective acting like a noun. What's the term for that? Yes, good for you. Substantive. 
So what's the etymological definition? A thing building against something else. If you build something up against something else, what are you doing? You're blocking it. So an obstruent is a speech sound created by the partial or complete closing obstruction of the breathing passage, which through friction, produces a grating sound. Obstruents are also called fricatives, from fricare the Latin verb meaning to grate. 
Great. That's it for the video presentation for Greek lessons 20 and 21. Next, you should listen to the audio presentation on the scientific forms discussed in these lessons. You'll find a link to that audio presentation on the course website. Happy etymologizing. 
