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INSTRUCTOR: Latin lessons 5 and 6. The goals of lessons 5 and 6 are threefold-- to look into a few more linguistic processes-- back formation, apheresis, and aphesis-- to finish our study of Latin prefixes, and to examine how some Latinate words in English contain a combination of bases. In this video presentation, we'll address only one of those goals, the first, the linguistic processes. 
In the audio presentation accompanying this video, we'll look at the other two goals, the prefixes introduced in lesson 5 and in lesson 6, how bases can be combined. And as always, I'll add a few notes about some of the forms to be memorized here. When we're done here, please don't forget to listen to the accompanying audio presentation for these lessons. 
The theme of the first part of lesson 5 is the two ways in which shorter words can be formed from longer words-- back formation and apheresis, sometimes called aphesis. First, back formation, which is the creation of simpler forms from more complex forms, usually by the removal of an affix. For example, the verb "to reun," meaning "to get together at a reunion," was formed by the removal of the suffix -ion from the noun "reunion." 
Likewise, the verb "surveil" was created by taking the suffix -ance off the end of the noun "surveillance". Can you guess what "to surveil" means? That's right-- "to conduct surveillance," to observe, usually in some sort of sneaky fashion. One more example, "lase" or "lasing" is a word formed by removing the purported suffix -er from "laser." 
As you well know from our study of acronyms, the -er on the end of "laser" is not actually a suffix but the product of an acronym formed from "light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation." But it sure does sound like lasers lase, doesn't it? So back formations don't have to be based on real etymology, only the perception of it. 
Let's look at some examples of back formations, some new, some very old. Please turn to exercise V on page 51 of Ayers's textbook. There, number 1 is "spectate." That's a back formation of what word? Obviously, the noun spectator. Spectators, it's safe to assume, spectate. 
What about number 2, emote? What does that back formation come from? Of course, emotion. When you have an emotion, you're emoting. Duh. Do you see the principle? Good. 
Then please pause this presentation and look over the rest of the examples on this page. Can you see the longer word these back formations come from? If not, look the word up in the dictionary and see if you can find the answer for yourself. When you're done, start the presentation again, and I'll give you the answers. 
OK, got them all? "Execute" comes from "execution." "Scavenge" comes from "scavenger," "enthuse" from "enthusiasm," "vaccinate" from "vaccination." But what about "pea," that little round vegetable which your mother made you eat up all of before you could leave the dinner table? Did you look it up? "Pea" comes from "pease," which was the original term for this food item. 
But there was an obvious problem. Pease sounds plural. It seems so wrong to say, "Harvey, you finish every last pease on that plate, or I'll call your father!" "Every pease"? Please. So our ancestors dropped the -se and created the back formation "pea"-- one pea, two peas, and no pease with an -e on the end anymore. 
Language has to make sense. If it doesn't, we fix it, even when it really doesn't need fixing. What about the rest? "Edit" comes from "editor" or "edition." "Surreal" comes from "surrealism." The art movement preceded the adjective. 
And finally, "preempt" is a back formation of "preemption." Get it? Can you identify a likely back formation if you see one? That's all you have to do on tests and quizzes in this course-- match three back formations to the term itself. Think you can do that? good. 
The next type of word shortening is called apheresis. That is, the elimination of the first letter or syllable of a word. It's a Greek-based term that means literally "removal." For instance, if you "paper" the house, in other words, put up wallpaper, you've used a word that was created through apheresis. 
There's a subtype of apheresis called aphesis, which is the loss of a short, unaccented first syllable of a word. Examples include "rise," which comes from "arise," "bide," which comes from "abide," and "light," in the sense of "land on, step down," which is the athletic form of "alight," as in the biblical passage "He lighted down from his chariot" or Shakespeare's lines "If you deny it, let the danger light upon your charter and your city's freedom." Shylock's threat! Very scary. Isn't Shakespeare great? 
Let's look at a few more examples of apheresis in Ayers's textbook. Please go to page 51 again and look at exercise VI-- it's at the bottom of the page-- starting with number 1, "lone." That's the product of apheresis, or aphesis-- we're going to treat the terms like they're interchangeable-- of what word? "Lone" comes from "alone." 
What about number 2, "mend"? It comes from "amend," or "emend." What about number 3, "state"? It comes from "estate" The next two are really complicated. 
Auger, which is a type drill, comes from now "nauger," a now obsolete word form from two other words-- "nave," that is, the center of a wheel, plus "-gar," which means "spear." So originally a nauger was a nave-spear. That's a funny way of saying but not entirely an inaccurate description of what we would call an axle. 
And here comes the apheresis. Because the word was later misunderstood as not "a nauger" but "an auger," the initial n- dropped off "nauger," resulting in the athletic form "auger." "Umpire" went through much the same process. Originally it was "non-per," meaning "not a peer, not of the same rank, the implication being that the people who judge something should be of a different standing from those about whom they are making decisions. In other words, they should be higher-class. 
Like a nauger, ultimately, a "non-peer," or -per, was misconstrued as "an onpeer," that is, "umpire," and the initial n- was lost, just as with "auger." And finally, "spite" is the aesthetic form of "despite." Simple enough. 
Is the process of apheresis clear to you? Look for short words created by dropping an initial syllable or letter off of a longer word. But words can be shortened by at least two other means-- syncope and apocope. Let's look at those briefly, too. 
Syncope is "the loss of a syllable in the middle of a word," such as "curtsy" from "courtesy," or "fortnight" from "fourteen, or fourteenth, night," "proctor" from "procurator," And "lord" from "loaf-ward," which is exactly what it sounds like, "the ward or guardian of the loaf," as in a "loaf of bread." A lord originally protected the food source of his people. His "lady" was originally the "loaf-dig"-- "dig" here means "knead," as in kneading dough-- the woman who made the bread by kneading it. 
In other words, the lady digs the dough, kneads it, and the lord wards it, guards it. Food was obviously a major source of concern in the Middle Ages. Some words exhibit syncope in their pronunciation, but not their spelling. For instance, "every," which is spelled as if it has three syllables-- ev-er-y-- but it's spoken most often with only two-- ev-ry. 
Another example is "general," spelled with two E's but generally pronounced as if it has only one. Also, "catholic" versus "cath-o-lic," and "interesting," which is usually not "int-er-esting." Closely related to syncope is another type of -cope, apocope, "the loss of a syllable at the end of a word." A good example is "goodbye" from "god be with thee," where the "with thee" is lost. 
Another example is its opposite, "hello," from "whole be thou," "whole" here in the archaic sense of "healthy." Compare the word "wholesome." You're not responsible for the term's syncope and apocope. 
Although they are important principles of language change, they don't affect English words derived from Latin and Greek all that often. So for the purposes of this class, they're not worth learning. I introduced them only to show you how often and in how many different ways we shorten our words. Shorter is better, isn't it? 
And that's it for the video presentation for Latin lessons 5 and 6. Next, you should listen to the audio presentation on the prefixes and bases in these lessons. You'll find a link to that audio presentation on the course website. Happy etymologizing. 
