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INSTRUCTOR: Latin Lesson 7. The goals of lesson 7 are to look at the concept of hybrids-- foul and terrible things-- and study the bases in this lesson. Since we're examining only one lesson here, this will be among the shorter presentations in this class. I can feel your disappointment from here. When you're finished watching this remarkably succinct video presentation, don't forget to indulge in its somewhat more dilatory audio counterpart, which you'll find on the course web site. 
Hybrids are "words composed of elements drawn from different languages." They are horrendous, misshapen, misconstrued monstrosities betraying the ignorance and tastelessness of their maladjusted creators. I don't like them, or the words they create. There's never a need for hybrids, and always a better, saner, finer-sounding option to be found within a language system. Hybrids are the love-children of Franglish speakers and Gratin lovers. Away from my doorstep, you misogynist miscreants! 
But the fact is, English is replete with such word-mutts, for instance-- off-color, English/Latin; superman, Latin/English; ultrafast, Latin/English; again; Teledata, Gratin; audiophile, Latreek; microprocessor, Gratin with a side of prefix. And literally millions more! 
Why are there so many hybrids, you ask? I'll answer that question after you answer mine-- why are there so many morons, pretentious people who want to sound suave and worldly, when in fact, they've only ever left the city they were born in once, and that was to go to the next county? 
Technobabble, a horrible hybrid for a horrible concept, is the sewer where this subspecies likes to breed. Here's a joke ad I found for skiing equipment, mocking the tendency to cobble together complex-sounding forms and spawn mongrel jargon-- high-tech, positec, hydro-rebound, multi-layered, and all sorts of other eso-speak. Every time I hear this sort of thing, I know I got off on the wrong planet. Our alien overlords can't arrive too soon. 
Want to experience some more hybrids? Put on your linguistic hazmat suit and go to page 60, exercise 3, in, Ayers' textbook. It's like misfit day at the word toy factory-- television; Gratin; anteroom; Latinglish; megaton; Greekglish; ill-tempered, Old Norse-glish; and even automobile. Gratin, Gratin everywhere, but not a thought to think. The list goes on and on. 
Need more examples? Just open your ears and eyes and welcome the motley world in. But before you try to come into my space again, decontaminate yourself. Understand what you're saying and where it comes from. As your mother said, don't just pick something off the floor and put it in your mouth. Hybrids are low-bred. Be better than that! 
And that's the end of this blissfully brief video presentation about the linguistic principles covered in lesson 7 of Ayers' textbook. Next, please listen to the audio presentation covering the assignments in this lesson, in particular, the bases you're asked to memorize there. You'll find a link to that audio presentation on the course web site. 
Happy etymologizing! 
