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INSTRUCTOR: Latin lesson 14. The goals of lesson 14 are to examine another pair of linguistic processes, elevation and degeneration. Then, in the audio counterpart of this video presentation, we'll look at the suffixes and bases introduced in this lesson. Don't forget to listen to that when you're done here. 
The first concept we'll cover in this presentation is called degeneration, the process by which a word comes to mean something more objectionable or contemptible than it did before. Our word "intercourse" is an excellent example of degeneration. Etymologically, it means nothing more than go or run between, and so could be used of any type of interaction, conversation, dancing, football. 
But that's not the way things turned out. Because it came to be associated with sex, the sense of sexual intercourse took over and the word degenerated. Well, I suppose that depends on your attitude toward sex. But in many people's minds, it degenerated. 
You object? Fine. Just try saying intercourse in front of your friend's grandmother and I think you'll see that it has, by some mysterious means, gained an objectionable sense. You'll be able to gauge that by how fast she throws you out of her house. 
Another example of degeneration is monster, originally a Latin word [LATIN] meaning "omen" or "marvel." But because a [LATIN] is usually large and eye catching, how often is a small fish an omen? But a 600-pound tuna? Oh, mighty, Caesar, that's a [LATIN]. The word eventually came to connote big and scary things, which are often horrifying, sometimes cruel. Thus, monsters. 
The word Rococo is another example of degeneration. It comes from the French word [FRENCH] meaning "rock work." [FRENCH] means rock in French. And because rock work is often ornate, sometimes overly ornate, the word Rococo came to mean florid and tasteless. It's now applied often to silly and useless decoration. 
Demon is another word which has undergone degeneration. In ancient Greek, the word [GREEK] meant God. The philosopher Socrates claimed he had a [GREEK] which warned him when he was about to do something wrong. Clearly, that's a good thing to have. But with the advent of Christianity, [GREEK] like Socrates's were seen as devilish spirits who possessed a person and [GREEK] developed into demon. Quite a fall there, Mr. Satan. 
Here's another example of degeneration worth noting-- innocuous. Originally meaning "not harmful"-- in plus noc as I'm sure you recognize-- innocuous later came to denote not things that were harmless but bland, insipid, boring. Finally, here's one more example of degeneration-- precocious. Do you know what precocious means? Well, if not, here's its history. 
The Latin word [LATIN] means ripening early. It's composed of the prefix [LATIN] meaning "before" or "early" plus the base [LATIN] meaning "cook," or in this case, "ripen." The Romans called apricots a [LATIN] fruit, which anyone who's had an apricot tree will immediately understand. Apricots ripen rather early in the year, late June, early July, long before apples, which are usually ready to be picked closer to fall. So an apricot, a [LATIN] apple, is an early ripening. 
Now, have you ever met a child who's in early ripener, who's read War and Peace before kindergarten, who does calculus for fun, who can list all the American presidents' dogs? That child is precocious. Thus, the journey from early ripening fruit to underage intellectual showoff is a rapid descent into degeneration. 
The opposite of which is elevation, the process by which a word comes to mean something more pleasant or lofty than it did before. Utopia, for instance, originally meant no place from the Greek [GREEK] meaning "no" and [GREEK] meaning "place," and was not spelled with an initial e. In his witty and wise satire, the Renaissance writer Thomas More used this term to refer to an imaginary land where there was harmony among all citizens and no religious conflict. 
Because this place seemed so nice, the word came to betoken, an idyllic locale, and the initial e was added, changing the prefix from u, just the letter u meaning no, to eu meaning good. Those are Greek forms we'll study later in the course. Thus, utopia with a u, literally no place, a satirical reference to our seeming inability as humans to avoid conflict, was elevated in sense and became utopia, with an e on the front meaning "good place." By the way, the prefix u, just the letter u, is still seen in some English words like uchronia, meaning "no time." The principle that underlies novels which imagine impossible pasts based on premises such as what if Hitler had won World War II? 
Angel is another example of elevation, deriving also from ancient Greek, where it meant "messenger." Under the influence of Christianity, angel came to mean a messenger from God, a heavenly herald, and ultimately a savior. Finally, even very simple words can show elevation like progress. It really just means walking forward. 
But because we associate forward motion with advancement, betterment, success, progress underwent elevation and came to mean something good. But is progress progress if you're standing on the edge of a cliff, looking down at waves crashing on rocks below? In that case, forward movement might not represent betterment. 
The reverse is also true. Regress, backwards motion, is an example of degeneration because to us, backwards is bad. Can you see the pattern here? When you're asked to identify a group of words which have undergone elevation, they'll all mean something good. 
The opposite is true of degeneration. The words all mean something bad. So you shouldn't have too much problem identifying these terms on quizzes and tests, right? Say right. Good. That's progress. 
As is this-- video presentation over. You thought that was quick? Try the audio presentation for lesson 14. It'll be cooked and on the table before you know it. 
How's that for a yummy metaphor? But not if you don't go do it. So go do it now. You know where it is on the course website. Happy-- [SCOFF] goodbye. 
