


“Earth, once overcome, grants (you) the stars.” Boethius On the Consolation of Philosophy

4.34-35



From Antonius Mizaldus Monlucianus, a poem in 2nd Asclepiadeans, acatalectic, on the Praise,

Prestige, and Dignity of the Learned Astronomer

To Francis Olivarius, most prudent of the Gallic Clerics

Note: Praise of the learned astronomer for neglecting the benefits of fortune.



The condition of the learned astronomer has always seemed to me not only greater than

the rest, but better and more noble, Oliver, you who are celebrated in the whole world,

Chancellor four times of famous kings, of Francis the father, and also his son Henry, you, sacred

parent of the Muses, harbor and anchor of astronomers.

To begin with, as to the study and sordid care of the earth, it is impossible for him (the

astronomer) to bend so low, but he is carried on high to the heavens, striking the stars at their

high peak: to this end, in order that he be permitted to live with the sacred chorus of Divine

Urania in a thousand (different) ways. He who ordered them, to stand far away, as if they were

slag, any whom the ruddy gleam of money ensnared with its enticing, but nevertheless fatal,

nooses...





To the outstanding Antonius Olivarius, Bishop of Lumbar, equally pious and erudite, Antonius

Mizaldus Monlucianus sends greetings.

Recently, I was reading in Plutarch, O distinguished priest, that Alexander the Great among the

spoils of Darius III, King of the Persians, discovered a box of perfumes, which was made of

gold, silver, and gems, and was especially precious because of its pearls. When in turn, many

have demonstrated various uses of it, but indeed it was destined to serve as a chest for a copy of

Homer in order that this most distinguished work be saved as much as possible through wealthy

effort. If you ask to what end, I will answer in a few words. Not so long ago, when I was visiting

the most splendid and especially divine palaces of holy Urania, and the celestial treasuries (how

admirable the beneficent gods are)...



The Book of Astronomical Phenomena of Antonius Mizaldus has these things in sum.



The whole book lays out in an easy manner the stars of the eight orb, and from these the

constellations, both north and south, with the parts and brighter stars named as yet, which shine

everywhere in those very constellations. On top of that, it lays out the number of stars from

which any image and any one sign of the zodiac consists. It adds also the shapes of the same

eighth orb, which with the twelve images, arise annually on the Parisian horizon and nearby, and

likewise fall (that is, they descend and ascend). Finally, it concludes with a very beautiful appeal

to the haters and detractors of astronomy.

The most important points and highlights of this work are laid out in the list below:

A short preface with a thesis statement, having a brief invocation and an attached rationale for

writing the sections.

(An argument) that the Eighth Sphere has two parts, illustrated here and there by as many

constellations as possible.

The nomenclature, order, and rationale of the constellations, that is the images shining and

residing in the northern region of the eighth sky and in the hemisphere within the zodiac.

Descriptions of the same images, or constellations, through the parts shining in them and

particular stars.

The stars that make up Ursa Minor, which is also called Cynosura (Dog’s Tail).



This is indeed a list of constellations.



e.g. “The stars of Ursa Major, which is also called Helice”

“The stars of Draco.”

.

.

.

“The stars of Andromeda, which is also called Cathenata.”

“The stars of the Triangle, which is named Deltoton.”

“How many stars appearing each one has in the visible form, as they say, in the north of the

eighth heaven.”



*The full sections here are written in dactylic hexameter.*

Notes: Narration as to the parts of the eighth heaven

Marvelous in innumerable ways, the eighth sphere of the poles appears to contain two regions,

and in them, to bear in order several star-like forms.

Note: Various images in the eighth sphere

One is often called Borealis, and the other, indeed, Australis, through which here and there, the

images of people, birds, cattle, and fish, and of fire and water shine and gleam. In sum, whatever

the lower world is deemed to have in its type, such that from this one understands that it has its



own risings and settings. And because the lowest parts hang from the top, by the rays and

motions of which (whether they like it or not) are governed.

Note: The number of shapes in the eighth sphere.

But you will rightly think that all the shapes of the heavens are forty in number with eight in

addition, such that now I will demonstrate and show them by name.





*2nd Asclepiadeans*

Whom huge gravity holds


