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Collaborative Strategies for Building Peace and Social Cohesion in Complex Contexts 

International peacebuilding professional with 25 years of experience in over three dozen complex country contexts, 
including 16 years of leadership in global conflict prevention and recovery nonprofits and service as a US Department of 
State and USAID conflict management and mitigation official. Recognized expertise in strategic design, implementation, 
and evaluation of peacebuilding programs, including multifaith engagement, broad-based stakeholder coalition building, 
conflict transformation training and methodology development, dialogue facilitation and reconciliation processes, and 
elevating the role of traditionally marginalized identity groups in formal and informal peace processes, including 
Indigenous, Afro-descendants, women, and youth. Seasoned, multi-lingual public speaker, lecturer, and writer, including 
senior author of praxis and policy papers. Master of Law and Diplomacy - Fletcher School at Tufts University. Master of 
Divinity - Harvard Divinity School. Council on Foreign Relations Lifetime Member, Rumi Forum Center for Faith 
Identity and Globalization Senior Fellow, Brigham Young University Wheatley Institution Faculty Advisor, G20 
Interfaith Forum Religion and Conflict Co-Chair, and former UN Multi-Faith Advisory Council member.  
 

RECENT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK - INVEST – WASHINGTON, DC     MAR. 2025 – PRESENT 
CONSULTANT – ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACT PLANNING 

Leading the bottom-up development of an effective stakeholder engagement protocol for authentic community inclusion 
and impact mitigation during project design and implementation, including online and in-person client training, 
mentorship, internal professional training, and tool kit design for “beyond legal compliance” approaches to programs in 
Latin America, particularly among marginalized and vulnerable communities.  

 LEAD INTEGRITY CONSULTING – NEW YORK, NY (WASHINGTON, DC)     SEPT. 2024 – PRESENT 
 FOUNDING PARTNER 

First male Partner in women-led consulting firm providing leadership training for global coalition building, issue-based 
advocacy, research and analysis, and capacity building to institutional partners seeking to advance inclusive strategic 
planning, effective philanthropy, multistakeholder and cross-cultural engagement for peacebuilding and social cohesion. 

INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR RELIGION & DIPLOMACY (www.icrd.org) – WASHINGTON, D.C. 
PRESIDENT & CEO          MAY 2017 – SEPT. 2024 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT & COO        SEPT. 2011 – MAY 2017 

First successor to the Founder. ICRD is a non-profit that collaboratively integrates religious considerations into creating 
conditions for preventing and recovering from violent conflict. ICRD’s methods focus on dialogue across difference and 
community engagement at the level of shared values to significantly enhance efforts to increase stability and improve 
social cohesion. (Click here for an Inside Sources with Boyd Matheson interview on Utah radio describing ICRD’s work). 

Sample Programming Successes: 

• Developed curriculum reform for tolerance, conflict resolution, human rights, and critical thinking pedagogy for over 
a decade in collaboration with the Saudi Ministry of Education (resulting in demonstrated changes in public school 
texts), including training dozens of educators and teacher trainers. 

• Supported the implementation of trauma-informed reintegration programming for former fighter families from Iraq 
and Syria with the Maldivian government’s National Reintegration Center and Western Balkan leaders. 

• Trained dozens of formal and informal women of faith leaders on conflict prevention and reconciliation, including 
with former militants and violence-impacted communities receiving demobilized combatants in Colombia and in 
areas at risk of recruitment by extremist organizations in Pakistan and Mali. 

• Led dialogues across perceived identity conflicts across the world to advance faith-based peacebuilding, from 
conservative US Evangelicals with Pakistani Imams, to Lebanese interfaith actors, to Andean Indigenous and 
Christian leaders. 

• Engaged tribal, community, and faith actors in urban peripheries and rural communities of North Africa, the Horn 
of Africa, the Sahel, East and Central Asia, the Middle East, and Eastern and Western Europe on extremism 
prevention, including conflict assessment and prevention trainings, community-based programs with civil society 
organizations and government stakeholders, and providing actionable recommendations to senior policy-makers. 

• Oversaw years of youth programming to reduce extremism and promote civic values in Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan.  

 

http://www.icrd.org/
http://bit.ly/4mI02L4
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Sample Management Successes: 

• Expanded program portfolio from one major country program to over 25 countries in 5 regions, including 
partnerships with local organizations and stakeholders in: Chad, Colombia, Ethiopia, Kenya, Lebanon, the Maldives, 
Mali, Morocco, Pakistan, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Syria, Tunisia, Uganda, the United States, and Yemen. 

• Mentored and guided a team of 14 seasoned international affairs professionals, field operatives, and support staff. 

• Generated niche, cross-programmatic methodologies to enhance the peacebuilding state-of-practice, including for: 
women’s empowerment, livelihoods and stability, adversary dialogues, post-conflict reconciliation, trauma-informed 
reintegration, preventing extremism, environmental stewardship and conflict resolution, refugee support, and 
introducing the use of AI tools to improve targeted impact analysis.  

• Diversified and scaled fundraising and programming, increasing annual operating budget from $750K to $3.5M/year. 

• Ensured program impact for more than 50 global programs through rigorous monitoring and evaluation. 

• Conducted five-year reviews of short- and long-term strategic goals, research and operations agendas, and business 
plan to align with evolving global trends, increase creative flexibility, maintain proactive reach, and ensure sustainable 
impact in programs reaching thousands of global beneficiaries each year. 

• Designed, budgeted, secured and managed over $18M in U.S., Danish, Norwegian and other government grants, 
ensuring compliance with donor policies and procedures. 

• Transformed Board and staffing to emphasize critical skills in strategy, communications, implementation, and 
evaluation, while expanding diversity in appointments, partnerships, and engagement priorities. 

 

US DEPARTMENT OF STATE/COORDINATOR: RECONSTRUCTION AND STABILIZATION – WASHINGTON, D.C.     DEC. 2009 –  
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICER: CONFLICT AND STABILITY OPERATIONS – CIVILIAN RESPONSE CORPS/ACTIVE     SEPT. 2011 

• U.S. Department of State Superior Honor Awardee; TS/SCI cleared. 

• Supported planning and implementation of global, whole-of-government peace and stabilization strategies. 

• Led field teams in active and potential conflict areas during a nine-month in-country stability operation prior to, 
during, and after then-southern Sudan’s referendum on independence. 

• Drafted diplomatic cables, briefed the Ambassador and DCM at the US Consulate in Juba, and served as liaison to 
principal UN, subnational government, military, tribal, and police representatives. 

• Served as official election monitor and guarantor during the historic referendum process. 

• Provided strategic field analysis to the U.S. Special Envoy to Sudan, USAID Mission Director, and high-profile NGO 
and civil society activists and observers. 

• Seconded to the U.S. Agency for International Development’s Conflict Management and Mitigation office to 
backstop Latin America and Religion and Conflict portfolios. 

• Trainer and Lead Facilitator for USAID and Department of State Interagency Conflict Assessment Frameworks. 

• Received a wide range of field-specific trainings, including Security for Non-Traditional Operating Environments. 
 

THE AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE – BOGOTÁ, COLOMBIA (PHILADELPHIA, PA)       JUNE 2006 –  
DEPUTY REGIONAL DIRECTOR/LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN; COUNTRY DIRECTOR/COLOMBIA    OCT. 2009 

• Designed and managed economic development and human rights projects in dozens of regions of Colombia, Peru, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, and Brazil – principally attending to Afro-Andean and Indigenous communities 
impacted by poverty, migration, and armed conflict. 

• Evaluated, disbursed, and oversaw local partner programming budgets for dozens of local civil society organizations. 

• Coordinated a team of seven field programmers and three administrators, operating in conflict-impacted regions. 

• Created the first baseline-to-results regional Monitoring & Evaluation plan, including gender analysis and related 
impact indicators. 

• Co-created and implemented a strategic shift to urban citizen security. 

• Conducted partner engagements, trainings, and programs with urban youth actively being recruited into illegal armed 
groups, advancing police and civil society dialogue and prevention partnerships in eight major cities in the region. 

• Co-led an organization-wide strategic realignment to focus on shared operational pillars within global operations.  
 

SAMPLE PUBLICATIONS 

FUNDAMENTALS OF RECONCILIATION: A PRACTITIONER METHODOLOGY, The Rumi Forum. Available online at: 

https://bit.ly/47wK95C. SEPT. 2024 
 

U. S. INSTITUTE OF PEACE/SALAM INSTITUTE: RELIGION AND RECONCILIATION ACTION GUIDE. SEPT. 2023  

https://bit.ly/47wK95C
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Diplomat training tool: explores practical multi-faith reconciliation in conflict and post-conflict settings. 
 

PEOPLE OF FAITH ARE COLLABORATING TO COMBAT HATRED, The Catalyst: A Journal of Ideas from the Bush Institute. Summer 
2019, Issue 15. Available online at: https://www.bushcenter.org/catalyst/global-challenges/index.html. JUNE 2019 

  

ENGAGING SALAFI RELIGIOUS ACTORS IN MOROCCO: THE ROLE OF INCLUSION IN COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM, 
ICRD policy guidance publication. Oct. 2018 

  

INCLUDING THE EXCLUSIVISTS IN INTERFAITH, The Review of Faith & International Affairs v. 16, no. 3 (Fall 2018). June 2018 
 

REIMAGINING THE RELIGIOUS SECTOR: A NEW VISION FOR COUNTERING VIOLENT RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM IN TUNISIA, 
ICRD policy guidance publication. Feb. 2018 

 

SAMPLE TEACHING & SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS  

GUEST LECTURER AT NUMEROUS INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING – REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE 

UNITED STATES: BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY, THE U.S. FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE, NATIONAL DEFENSE UNIVERSITY, 
THE FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY AT TUFTS UNIVERSITY, GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, AMERICAN 

UNIVERSITY, CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA, UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA, JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY, THE UNIVERSITY 

OF UTAH (HTTP://KUER.ORG/POST/HINCKLEY-FORUM-ROLE-RELIGION-CONFLICT-DYNAMICS). 

INTERNATIONAL: UNIVERSITY OF ÁMSTERDAM, HELSINKI UNIVERSITY, ACADEMIA NACIONAL MILITAR DE ESTUDIOS 

ESTRATEGIAS AVANZADAS DE COLOMBIA, UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL DE COLOMBIA, UNIVERSIDAD DE LOS ANDES (BOGOTÁ, 
COLOMBIA), UNIVERSIDAD JAVERIANA (COLOMBIA), UNIVERSIDAD DE BUENOS AIRES, INSTITUTO MILITAR DE PARAGUAY. 

 

G20 INTERFAITH FORUM – ARGENTINA, 2018; JAPAN, 2019; SAUDI ARABIA, 2020; ITALY, 2021; AZERBAIJAN, 2022; BRAZIL, 
2024; SOUTH AFRICA, 2025: WORKING GROUP LEAD – RELIGION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY CONFERENCE – BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY, UTAH, 2024: KEYNOTE SPEAKER ON 

PEACEBUILDING IN DIVIDED SOCIETIES 
 

MINISTRY OF TOLERANCE AND EMIRATES SCHOLARS – UAE, 2024: KEYNOTE SPEAKER ON GLOBAL CONFLICT PREVENTION 
 

WHEATLEY INSTITUTION – BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY, UTAH, 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2020, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025: 
ROUND TABLE CHAIR: RELIGION IN VIOLENCE PREVENTION FOR THREE-DAY ADVANCED NATIONAL STUDENT CONFERENCE  
 

HEDAYAH INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE ON PREVENTING VIOLENT EXTREMISM –  SPAIN, 2022: 
PREVENTING RADICALIZATION AND EXTREMIST VIOLENCE IN THE UNITED STATES 
 

KINGDOM OF MOROCCO/ICESCO: CIVILIZATIONAL VALUES IN THE PROPHET’S SEERAH – MOROCCO, 2021: 
REPRESENTING NON-MUSLIM PARTNERS IN ADVANCING PEACE THROUGH SHARED SPIRITUAL VALUES 
 

EARTHBEAT PODCAST (WITH KARENNA GORE), 2020: FAITH GROUPS AND CLIMATE-LINKED VIOLENCE 

(HTTPS://BIT.LY/3E7YFFV) 
 

US DEPARTMENT OF STATE MEETING ON EDUCATION, RESILIENCE, RESPECT, & INCLUSION – WASHINGTON, DC, 2020: 
MODERATOR – EDUCATION, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND RESPECT FOR DIFFERENCE 
 

UN KOFI ANNAN BRIEFINGS – NEW YORK, 2019: UN PARTNERSHIPS IN GLOBAL PEACEBUILDING 
 

UNITED RELIGIONS INITIATIVE – SAN FRANCISCO, 2019: ACCELERATE PEACE CONFERENCE 
 

MINISTRY OF TOLERANCE – UAE, 2018: WORLD TOLERANCE SUMMIT PANEL (HTTPS://BIT.LY/2R3CS14) 
 

MINISTRY OF CULTURE/MINISTRY OF JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS – ARGENTINA, 2016, 2018: TOWARD A CULTURE OF 

RECONCILIATION; XIV WORLD CONGRESS OF MEDIATION AND PEACE CULTURE 
 

NIEUWWIJ – NETHERLANDS, 2018: (WWW.NIEUWWIJ.NL/INTERVIEW/TRANSFORMING-CONFLICT-JAMES-PATTON) 
 

UN WOMEN – NEW YORK, 2016: WOMEN IN FORMAL AND INFORMAL PEACE PROCESSES  
 

HEDAYAH AND THE GLOBAL COUNTER TERRORISM FORUM PRACTITIONER WORKSHOP – UAE, 2016: HELPING FAMILIES 

TO PREVENT AND COUNTER VIOLENT EXTREMISM 
 

NATIONAL COUNTER-TERRORISM CENTER ANNUAL WORKSHOP – WASHINGTON, DC, 2015: REINTEGRATION AND 

REHABILITATION  
 

US DEPARTMENT OF STATE REGIONAL CVE SUMMIT – KAZAKHSTAN, 2015: CONSTRUCTIVE ENGAGEMENT WITH CIVIL 

SOCIETY STAKEHOLDERS IN CVE PROGRAMMING 
 

GLOBAL PEACE FOUNDATION LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE – 2014: JAMES PATTON SPEAKS ON FAITH IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE 

(HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=TWVNJLXYZQW) 
 

HIGHER EDUCATION  
 

MASTER OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY – THE FLETCHER SCHOOL AT TUFTS UNIVERSITY, MEDFORD, MA    2001 - 2004 
NEGOTIATION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION; TEACHING ASSISTANT – POLITICAL-MILITARY PLANNING; FLETCHER SCHOLARSHIP  

 

MASTER OF DIVINITY – HARVARD DIVINITY SCHOOL, HARVARD UNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE, MA    1999 - 2003 
SOCIAL JUSTICE THEOLOGY; BILLINGS PREACHING AWARDS; HDS SCHOLARSHIP; DEFREITAS CHARITABLE SCHOLARSHIP 

 

BS - BIOLOGY/BA - PHILOSOPHY & ART – THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT, STORRS, CT    1988 - 1994 

https://www.bushcenter.org/catalyst/global-challenges/index.html
http://kuer.org/post/hinckley-forum-role-religion-conflict-dynamics
https://bit.ly/3E7yFFV
https://bit.ly/2r3Cs14
http://www.nieuwwij.nl/interview/transforming-conflict-james-patton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twvNJLXyzqw
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LANGUAGES  

 English (native); Spanish (fluent); Guaraní (intermediate); Portuguese, French, Khmer, German (basic). 

 

ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

THE ALLIANCE FOR PEACEBUILDING – WASHINGTON, DC         JAN. 2006 – MAY 2006 
STRATEGIC CONSULTANT 

• Assisted with strategic redesign for newly revived organization, including beneficiary input and Board presentation. 

• Developed Comparative Religion college courses primarily geared toward learning-disabled student body. 

• Taught courses to over 50 students of different learning abilities and age groups. 

• Provided curriculum guidance and syllabi to Department Head for integrating courses into standard offerings.  

THE ASIA FOUNDATION (HOUSED IN AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE) – PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA    JUNE 2003 –  
PAUL AND MARY SLAWSON NGO MANAGEMENT FELLOW – CONFLICT RESOLUTION CONSULTANT     AUG. 2003 

• Facilitated workshops on conflict analysis and mitigation for faith leaders, non-profit staff, mine removal 
professionals, and other key actors in the post-conflict field of operations. 

• Assisted with field operations including weapons disposal and workshops with Buddhist monastic communities on 
identifying and applying strategic capacities to supporting conflict transformation and trauma recovery programs.    

• Coordinated a coalition of government agencies, farmers, and educational institutions in support of a community of 
hundreds of Cambodian and Laotian Hmong immigrants living in poverty-stricken in Lowell, MA to produce Asian 
vegetables on donated farming plots for alternative income. 

• Together with Program Director, generated grant applications for federal funding opportunities.  

INDEPENDENT/PBS WIDE ANGLE – LA PAZ/COCHABAMBA/ALTIPLANO/CHAPARE, BOLIVIA    JUNE 2001 – AUG. 2003 
DIRECTOR/ASSOCIATE PRODUCER – COCA POLICY GRANT PROJECTS 

• Led independent research and interviews in high-conflict areas of the Chapare and Yungas, about the impact of the 
War on Drugs on rural communities, including then-exiled Evo Morales, Indigenous coca growers, and military. 

• In-country consultant for PBS Wide Angle film, “Coca and the Congressman”.  

 THE AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE – CAMBRIDGE, MA (GREATER NEW ENGLAND)                    SEPT. 1999 – SEPT. 2000 
 PROGRAM OFFICER: FAIR TRADE INITIATIVE 

• Traveled throughout New England to visit Quaker Meeting Houses and promote the adoption of fair-trade goods, 
including tea and coffee produced by Indigenous and Afro-descendant growers in Latin America. 

• Provided advocacy support to undocumented residents, primarily those who fled wars in Central America.  

HARVARD INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT – CAMBRIDGE, MA                    FEB. 1998 – JUNE 1999 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

• Supported logistical, strategic, and administrative responsibilities related to Central American development programs. 

 UNITED STATES PEACE CORPS – GUYRAUNGUA, PARAGUAY                    SEPT. 1994 – DEC. 1996 
 RURAL DEVELOPMENT EXTENSIONIST 

• Designed and implemented sustainable agriculture and alternative income strategies in rural Paraguay. 
 

 

RELEVANT ADVISORY ROLES 

RUMI FORUM FOR INTERFAITH DIALOGUE AND INTERCULTURAL UNDERSTANDING: ADVISORY BOARD – 2025 - PRESENT 

INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT – CENTER OF WOMEN, FAITH & LEADERSHIP: ADVISORY BOARD – 2014 - PRESENT 

GLOBAL PEACE FOUNDATION/USA – RACE AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE: ADVISORY BOARD – 2014 - PRESENT 

COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS: RELIGION & FOREIGN POLICY WORKING GROUP – 2013 - PRESENT 

UN INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ON RELIGION AND DEVELOPMENT: MULTI-FAITH ADVISORY COUNCIL – 2017 - 2021 

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY – WHEATLEY INSTITUTION: SENIOR VISITING FELLOW – 2014 - 2018 (http://bit.ly/1Jc6w9B) 

NETWORK FOR TRADITIONAL AND RELIGIOUS PEACEMAKERS (UNDP/GOVERNMENT OF FINLAND) – 2014 - 2018 

US DEPARTMENT OF STATE/WHITE HOUSE: RELIGION & FOREIGN POLICY WORKING GROUP – 2012 - 2015 
 

http://bit.ly/1Jc6w9B

