Frequently Asked Questions
 
Question: Where may I find answers and general information about graduate studies at USU? 
Answer: The School of Graduate Studies website has great information for general, non-program specific information about applying for and being admitted into graduate school here at USU.  
 
Question: Does the political science department offer application fee waivers? 
Answer: No, application fee waivers are not offered.  
 
Question: Is the GRE required for the Political Science Master’s programs? 
Answer: No, we do not require the GRE. 
 
Question: What is the application deadline for the program? 
Answer: Applications are due one month before the beginning of the semester for which you are applying. However, if you would like to be considered for funding, you need to apply for fall admission before February 1st.  
 
Question: Is there a separate set of steps I need to complete to be considered for funding and/or a teaching assistantship? 
Answer: No, you are automatically considered for funding and a teaching assistantship if you apply for fall admission before February 1st.  

Question: What additional documents do I need to provide during the application process?
Answer: You need to provide a statement of purpose, three letters of recommendation, and your academic transcript. 
 
Question: Do I have to submit my official academic transcript during the application process? 
Answer: We strongly suggest that you do submit your official transcript when applying, as it makes the process much more efficient. However, if you are unable to submit the official copy when you first apply, you can submit an unofficial transcript as a placeholder. You will need to send in your official transcript before you begin classes, or you will lose your spot in the program.  
 
Question: Does my academic transcript have to be in English? 
Answer: Yes. If your institution does not offer an English transcript, we recommend that you use SpanTran to translate your transcript.  
 
Question: As an international student, where can I find more information about my I-20? 
Answer: For questions about your I-20, please visit USU’s Office of Global Engagement website.  
 
Question: Are graduate students required to have USU medical insurance? 
Answer: Grad students are required to have medical insurance.  If you have medical insurance, then you may waive the USU insurance. 
 
If you have any additional questions, please contact the graduate program coordinator at emily.macdonald@usu.edu or the graduate director at anna.pechenkina@usu.edu.  
 

