
 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

Chesney Jones Ward, Ph.D., LCSW, MSW 
chesney.ward@usu.edu 

 

Academic Appointments          
 

January 2026-* TCI Associate, Transforming Communities Institute Collaboratory 

 

August 2024-* Assistant Professor, Tenure Track, Utah State University, College of 

Humanities and Social Sciences, Department of Social Work. Logan, UT 

  

 

Education              
 

2024  Doctor of Philosophy, Social Work 

  University of Tennessee College of Social Work,  

Dissertation: Examining Religiosity Amongst Black Americans: Associations 

Between Life satisfaction, End-of-Life Care Planning, and Successful Aging 

Committee: Mary Held (chair), Courtney Cronley, Andrea Joseph-McCatty, & 

Joel Anderson 

    

2015  Master of Social Work 

  Tulane University School of Social Work, New Orleans, LA 

 

2013  Psychology with a Minor in Social Work 

  Auburn University, Auburn, AL 

 

Research Area of Interest          
 

Mixed-methods and Qualitative research, Healthcare Disparities and Inequalities, Quality of life, 

and Inclusive Excellence (Sub-content areas: Successful aging, minority healthcare, end-of-life 

planning) 

 

Grant Funding and Fellowships         
 

2026 Transforming Communities Institute Collaboratory Mini Grant Program ($1,000)- 

Funded 

 

2024 Russell Sage Foundation ($10,000)-Not funded 

 

2024 Awarded Dissertation Participant Incentives from the University of Tennessee 

College of Social Work ($200) 

 

2024 Awarded the Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work 

mailto:joneschesney7@gmail.com


 

(GADE) Initiative for Cross-Institutional Student Collaboration Grant ($2,500) 

 

2023 Accepted into the University at Buffalo Visiting Future Faculty (VITAL) Program 

($1,000) 

 

2023-2024  Awarded SEC Emerging Scholar Fellowship ($25,000) 

 

Peer-Reviewed Publications          
*indicates a student 

 

Manuscripts Accepted           

 

1. Ward, C., & Till, J.A.* (2026).  Not dead yet: Engaging young adults in advance care  

planning using a successful aging theoretical framework. Advances in Social Work. 

 

2. Ward, C. (2026). Examining Readiness for End-of-Life Care  

Conversations in Predominantly Black Christian Churche., The International Journal of 

Religion and Spirituality in Society. https://doi.org/10.18848/2154-8633/CGP/A528 

 

3. Ward, C., Garrett, K.S., Till, J.A.*, & Chaffin, K.M. (2026). Lifting me up or holding me  

back?: Black women’s experiences with support or lack thereof in Social Work PhD  

Programs. Journal of African American Women and Girls in Education 

 

4. Garrett, K.S., Ward, C., Till, J.A.* & Joseph-McCatty, A.A. (2026). “How to be a white  

woman 101”: Black women’s experiences in social work research doctoral programs. 

Journal of the Society for Social Work and Research 

 

5. Wallis, D., Ward, C., Cronley, C., & Walters, J. (2025). Lest we forget: Social work’s  

theory, ethics, and the politics of knowledge. Journal of Social Work Education. 

 

6. Ward, C. (2025) End-of-Life Care and Health Promotion in Black and African American  

Religious Communities: A Systematic Review. Journal of Aging and Social Change. 

https://doi.org/10.18848/2576-5310/CGP/v15i02/85-111 

 

7. Garrett, K.S., Ward, C., & Chaffin, K. M. (2025). Won’t you celebrate with me? A  

conceptual framework for mentoring Black women pursuing research doctorates. Journal 

of Social Work Education. https://doi.org/10.1080/10437797.2026.2636815 

 

8. Young, Y.J., Ward, C., Sleep-Frankel, M.*, Lister, M., Lee, H.Y. (2025). Anti-Asian hate  

incidents and mental health among Asian American Adults during COVID-19: 

Comprehensive Scoping Review. The British Journal of Social Work, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/bjsw/bcaf214  

 

9. Ward, C. (2024). An examination of factors contributing to overall life  



 

satisfaction amongst older Black and White Americans: Findings from the 2020 Health 

and Retirement Study. Journal of Aging and Social Change. doi:10.18848/2576-

5310/CGP/v14i02/85-102. 

 

10. Strand, E.B., Scoresby, K., Walker, H., Hernandez, A., Accornero, V., Messinger, L.,  

Linden, P., Ward, C., Knight, M. P., Engelman, H., Moore, K., & Slater, M. R. (2024). 

Life with pets study: Lower-income veterinary clients’ perception of pets’ quality of life. 

Frontiers in Veterinary Science: Veterinary Humanities and Social Sciences. doi: 

10.3389/fvets.2024.1422359  

 

11. Ward, C., & Montgomery, K.L. (2024). End-of-life planning and socioeconomic status  

among Black participants: A systematic review. Journal of Hospice and Palliative Care, 

27(1), 21-30. doi:10.14475/jhpc.2024.27.1.21 

 

12. Ward, C., Johnson, I., Bamwine, P. & Light, M. (2023). The pet paradox: Uncovering the  

role of animal companions during the serious health events of people experiencing 

homelessness. Anthrozoos. doi:10.1080/08927936.2023.2280376 

 

13. Thomas, V., Bowie, S.L., & Ward, C. (2023). Assessing the impact of religious values on  

social bonds among African American adults: Implications for social work practice. 

Journal of Religion and Spirituality in Social Work: Social Thought 42(3),1-20. doi: 

10.1080/15426432.2023.2200363 

 

Manuscripts Under Review and In Preparation       

   

1. Gold, J., Ward, C., Till, J.A.*, & Colvin, G. *(in review) Moments that matter:  

Reminiscence theatre with older adults in residential care. Jouenal of Aging 

Studies 

 

2. Young, Y.J., Sleep-Frankel, M.*, Ward, C., Park, J.* & Lee, H.Y. (in review) Scoping  

review of adolescents’ experiences of anti-Asian hate, their outcomes, and 

responses during the covid-19 pandemic in the U.S. Children and Youth Services 

Review 

3. Sleep-Frankel, M., Yoon, Y. J., Ward, C., Till, J. A.*, Park, G. Y.*, & Lee, H. Y.  

(in review). Artificial intelligence literacy among higher education students in the 

United States: A scoping review. Journal of University Teaching and Learning 

Practice. 

 

4. Ward, C., Till, J.A.*, Sleep-Frankel, M., Park, G.* Young, Y.J, & Lee, H.Y. (in  

preparation). Artificial intelligence ethical considerations among students in the 

United States: A comprehensive scoping review 

 

Book Chapters            
 

Strand, E.B., & Ward, C. (2025, February). Psychological Safety. Diversity, Equity, and  

Inclusion in Veterinary Medicine. Wiley Publishing ISBN: 978-1-394-21708-3  

https://doi.org/10.14475/jhpc.2024.27.1.21


 

 

Non-Peer Reviewed Publications         

 
Ward, C.J. (2020). A Small Crack in the Foundation of Hospice Care. The Bridge. Volume 5,  

19-21 

 

Ward, C.J. (2019). Ethics and Advocacy in Hospice Care, The Bridge. Volume 7, 13-14 

 

Peer-Reviewed Presentations          
* indicates a student 

 

1. Sleep-Frankel, M.*, Yoon, Y. J., Ward, C., Till, J. A.*, Park, G. Y.*, & Lee, H. Y.  

(Jan 20-24, 2027; Under review). Artificial intelligence literacy among higher  
education students in the United States: A comprehensive scoping review. 

Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) Annual Conference, San  

Francisco, CA. 

2. Ward, C. (Presenter), Sleep-Frankel, M.*,  Till, J.A.*, Yoon, Y.J, & Lee, H.Y.  (Jan 20– 

24, 2027; Under review). Ethical Considerations of Artificial Intelligence Among 

U.S. Students: A Comprehensive Scoping Review. Society for Social Work 

Research (SSWR) Annual Conference, San Francisco, CA. 

 

3. Hamler, T., Ward, C., Aguirre, A., Miyawaki, C.E., & Hollis, L. (2026, November).  

Culturally Responsive and Community-Engaged Approaches to Aging Education 

and Workforce Development. Gerontological Society of America (GSA) Annual 

Scientific Meeting, Washington, D.C. (Symposium) 

4. Lee, H. Y. (Presenter), Yoon, Y., Ward, C., Sleep-Frankel, M.*, Park, J.* (Oct 22–25,  

2026; Under review). Scoping Review of Anti-Asian Hate, Outcomes, and 

Responses among United States Adolescents during COVID-19. Poster 

presentation at 2026 Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) Annual 

Conference 2026, Atlanta, GA. 

 

5. Gold, J., Ward, C., Colvin, G*. (2026, April). Moments that matter: Reminiscence  

theatre with older adults in residential care. 12th Annual Community Engagement  

Celebration and Awards, Utah State University, Logan UT. (Poster) 

 

6. Sleep-Frankel, M*., Yoon, Y. J., Ward, C., Park, J.*, & Lee, H. Y. (2026, April).  

Adolescents’ experiences of anti-Asian hate during the COVID-19 pandemic: A 

scoping review. National Conference on DSW Education and Social Work 

Practice.(Oral Presentation). 

 

7. Garrett, K., Fackler, A., & Ward, C. (2026, January). Between Generativity and  

Determination: Understanding Stress Across Developmental Stages for Black 

Women in Social Work PhD Programs. 2026 Society for Social Work and 

Research (SSWR) Annual Conference, Washington, DC (Poster Presentation) 



 

 

8. Ward, C. Yoon, Y., Sleep-Frankel, M.*, Lee, H. Y. (2026, January). Analyzing the  

Links between Anti-Asian Hate Incidents and the Mental Health of Asian 

Americans during the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Comprehensive Scoping Review. 

2026 Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) Annual Conference, 

Washington, DC (Symposium Oral Presentaion) 

 

9. Gold, J., & Ward, C. (2025, November). Documenting "Little Changes": Reminiscence  

Theatre and Memory Care. Amplify & Ignite: Artists Off-Stage: Creative Work 

for a Changing World Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah (Oral Presentation) 

 

10. Ward, C. (2025, October) Not dead yet: Engaging young adults in advance care planning  

using continuity and successful aging theoretical frameworks. Aging & Social 

Change: Fifteenth Interdisciplinary Conference, Sweden (Oral Presentation) 

 

11. Garrett, K.S., Fackler, A., Albritton, T.A., Ward, C.J., & Chaffin, K.M. (2025, October)  

Reckoning with Social Work’s History: Addressing Implicit Bias and Advancing 

Anti-Oppressive Education. Council of Social Work Educations 71st Annual 

Confernce, Denver CO. (Interactive Workshop)  

 

12. Garrett, K.S., Fackler, A., Albritton, T.J.,&. Ward, C. (2025, May). Unmasking  

Historical Oppression: Addressing the Legacy of Social Work and the Role of 

Implicit Bias. National Conference on Race and Ethnicity, New York, NY. (Oral 

Presentation) 

 

13. Ward, C. (2025, April). Examining Readiness for End-of-Life Care Conversations in  

Black Churches. 2025 Alter Dementia Summit, Atlanta, GA. (Poster Presentation 

& Panel Discussion) 

 

14. Garrett, K., Ward, C., & Till, J.A.* (2025, January). Count on Me: An Exploration of the  

Factors That Shape Perceptions of Social Support Among Black Women in Social 

Work Research Doctoral Programs. Society for Social Work and Research, 

Seattle, WA. (E-Poster) 

 

15. Bamwine, P.M., Joseph-McCatty, A., Ward, C., Bach, W., & Brown, M. (2025, January)   

Navigating School Safety: Exploring Student Perceptions Following a School-

Based Police-Involved Shooting. Society for Social Work and Research, Seattle, 

WA. (Oral Presentation) 

 

16. Ward, C. (2024, November). Life Satisfaction Among Black and White Americans:  

Findings from the 2020 Health and Retirement Study. Gerontological Society of 

America (GSA) Annual Scientific Meeting, Seattle, WA. (Poster) 

 

17. Garrett, K., Coker, E., & Ward, C. (2024, October). What factors shape perceptions of  

support among Black women in social work PhD programs? Council on Social 

Work Education 70th Annual Program Meeting, Kansas City, MO. (E-Poster) 



 

 

18. Sleep-Frankel, M.*, Yoon, Y., Ward, C., Lister, M*., & Lee, H. Y. (2024, October). The  

impact of hate incidents on mental health among Asian Americans: 

Comprehensive scoping review.  Council on Social Work Education 70th Annual 

Program Meeting, Kansas City, MO. (E-Poster) 

 

19. Lister, M*., Yoon, Y., Ward, C., Sleep-Frankel, M.*, & Lee, H. Y. (2024,  

April). Understanding the impact of anti-Asian hate incidents on mental health 

among Asian Americans: A comprehensive scoping review. Poster to be 

presented at the 2024 Undergraduate Research and Creative Activity Conference, 

The University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL. 

 

20. Yoon, Y., Ward, C., Sleep-Frankel, M.*, Lister, M*., Lee, H. Y. (2024,  

March). Understanding the impact of anti-Asian hate incidents on mental health 

among Asian Americans: A comprehensive scoping review. The 3rd annual 

National DSW Conference on Education and Social Work Practice, Tuscaloosa, 

AL. (Oral Presentation) 

 

21. Bamwine, P., Ward, C., & Strand, E.B. (2024, January) Contextualizing the  

psychological impact of the swine depopulation methods for mental health 

professionals. Society for Social Work and Research. Washington, D.C. (E-

Poster) 

 

22. Garrett, K. & Ward, C., & Chaffin, K.M. (2023, October) Decreasing attrition rates for  

Black female Ph.D. students via interdisciplinary peer mentoring. Council on 

Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting. Atlanta, Georgia.  (E-Poster) 

 

23. Ward, C., Kapur, I., Huslage, M., Nugent, W.R., & Ely, G.E. (2023, September).  

Routine health behaviors and HPV vaccine uptake in a sample of women living in 

the Appalachian region of the United States. 17th Vaccine Congress, Glasgow, 

Scotland. (Oral Presentation) 

 

24. Ward, C., Johnson, I., Bamwine, P., Light, M. (2023, September). Healing and  

hindering: Highlighting the complex role of animal companionship when 

homeless and seriously ill. Aging and Social Change Interdisciplinary 

Conference. Polytechnic University of Marche. Ancona, Italy (Oral Presentation) 

 

25. Ward, C & Montgomery, K.L. (2022, November). End-of-life among African  

Americans: Systematic review. Council on Social Work Education Annual 

Program Meeting. Anaheim, California. (E-Poster) 

 

26. Ward, C. & Montgomery, K.L. (2022, September). End-of-life among African  

Americans: Systematic review. Aging and Social Change Interdisciplinary 

Conference. Jagiellonian University, Krakow Poland. (E-Poster) 

 

27. Bamwine, P. & Ward, C. (2022, June). Homicide bereavement and juvenile justice- 



 

involved youth: Implications for research, practice, and policy. National 

Organization of Forensic Social Workers. New Orleans, LA (Oral Presentation) 

 

28. Bamwine, P. & Ward, C. (2022, April). Homicide bereavement: A university- 

community approach to violence intervention. Association for Death Education 

and Counseling 43rd Annual Conference. St. Louis, MO. (Oral Presentation) 

 

29. Ward, C. & Montgomery, K.L. (2022, April). End-of-life among African Americans:   

Systematic review. The University of Memphis 10th Annual Social Work 

Symposium. Memphis, TN. (Oral Presentation) 

 

Invited Presentations           

Fall 2025  Ward, C. (2025, October). Roots & Rhizomes: Black Feminist and  

Womanist Dialogues Across the U.S. Southwest. The Cottage of 

Department of Women & Gender Studies, University of Colorado 

Boulder 

 

Fall 2022 Ward, C. (2022, September). End-of-Life Care Planning  

Presentation and Q&A Session. Office of Neighborhood  

Empowerment for the City of Knoxville 

 

Tenure Track Teaching           

 
Fall 2024- *   Assistant Professor Utah State University   

 

Fall 2026- MSW 6700 Advanced Generalist Social Work Practice  

I: Advanced Theory for Working with Individuals 

In-person 

Spring 2026- MSW 6750 Advanced Practice with Groups, 

Families, and Couples 

 -BSW 4150 Practice II: Groups 

Fall 2025 -MSW 6750 Advanced Practice with Groups, Families,  

and Couples  

 Online-virtual; state-wide campus 

-MSW 6700 Advanced Generalist Social Work Practice I:  

Advanced Theory for Working with Individuals  

In-person 

Summer 2025-MSW 6330 Social Work in Healthcare  

 New elective course development 

 Online-asynchronous 

Spring 2025- MSW 6750 Advanced Practice with Groups, 

Families, and Couples  

Fall 2024-Full Course Release  

 



 

Guest Lecuturer            

 
Spring 2026 Applied Assessment Skills in Integrated Health, Mental 

Health, and Substance Abuse (University of Michgan SW601) 

   Synchrnous web-based course 

 

Fall 2025   Applied Assessment Skills in Integrated Health, Mental  

Health, and Substance Abuse (University of Michigan SW601) 

Synchronous web-based course 

 

 

Student Mentorship           

 
2026-*    Annie Hansen, BSW Student 

    Campus Location: Logan Campus, Utah 

    Emma Lund, BSW Student 

    Campus Location: Logan Campus, Utah 

 

2026    Tim Johnson, MSW Student 

    Campus Location: Logan Campus, Utah 

    Abbie Robles, MSW Student 

    Campus Locatoin: Logan Campus, Utah 

 

2024-2026   Adelle Till, MSW Statewide Student  

    Campus Location: Nephi Campus, Utah 

2025 Awardee of Master's Student Researcher of the Year, 

Department of Social Work, College of Arts and Sciences  

 

Institutional & Disciplinary Service         
 

2026 Faculty Hooder- Master’s of Social Work Graduation Ceremony, 

Department of Social Work, College of Arts and Sciences, Utah 

State University  

 

2026*- Committee Member- Social Work Day on The Hill Planning 

Committee 

 NASW-Utah Chapter 

 

2026-* Panelist- GSA Minority Issues in Gerontology Advisory Panel 

 

2025-2026 Search Committee Member- Department of Music, College of 

Arts and Sciences, Utah State University 

 

2025-* Faculty Advisor-Social Work Student Association (SWSA) 

 Utah State University 

 



 

2025-* Journal Reviewer- The International Journal of Health, Wellness 

and Society 

 

2025-* Clinical Supervisor- Tennessee Board of Social Work & Utah 

Board of Professional Licensing 

 Supervisee: Pilar Hall, LMSW 

 Supervisee: Keosha Winters, LMSW 

Supervisee: Ashtyn Pyburn, LMSW 

 

2024 Evaluator- Fall Student Research Symposium- Utah State 

University 

 

2024 Journal Reviewer- Transforming Communities Institute 

 

2024-* Journal Reviewer- The International Journal of Interdisciplinary 

Social and Community Studies 

 

2024- * Journal Reviewer- International Journal on Homelessness  

 

2023-* Journal Reviewer- Journal of Aging and Social Change 

 

2022- 2026 Mentor and Member- Coalition of Black Social Workers 

 Mentee: Jatoriya Wymes- MSW student (2025-2026) 

 

2022- 2023 Roundtable Co-Facilitator-University of Tennessee College of 

Social Work Anti-Racism Learning Collaborative  

 

2021-2022 Ph.D. Committee Student Representative- University of 

Tennessee-Knoxville Ph.D. Program Committee 

 

2021-*  Abstract Reviewer- Gerontological Society of  

America (GSA) Annual Scientific Meeting 

 

Honors and Awards           
 

2025  Outstanding Graduate Mentor of the Year: Department of Social Work, Utah  

State University 

 

2024   Awarded 2024 Feminist Manuscript of the Year Award: Council of Social  

Work Education (CSWE) 

 

2024  Awarded Excellence in Research, Conceptual Paper: University of Tennessee,  

College of Social Work Ph.D. Student Excellence Award ($500) 

 

  Awarded  2024 Volunteer of Distinction: University of Tennessee Office of the  

Provost 



 

 

2023  Selected for Summer Mentoring Workshop for Advanced Doctoral Students:  

Michigan Center for Urban African American Research/Program for Research on 

Black Americans (MCUAAAR)) 

 

2023 Awarded Anti-Oppressive Scholarship Award: University of Tennessee, 

College of Social Work Ph.D. Student Excellence Award 

 

 

Training and Certifications          
 

2024  Citi Training for Behavioral Health and Human Subjects- Utah State University 

 

2022  Certification in Inclusive Teaching- University of Tennessee 

 

2022  Certification in Experiential Learning- University of Tennessee 

 

2022  Certification in Course-Based Assessment-University of Tennessee 

 

2022  Critical Conversations Training- University of Tennessee 

 

2021  Citi Training for Behavioral Health and Human Subjects- University of Tennessee 

 

2015  Certification in Family Practice- Tulane University 

 

Professional Affiliations           
 

2022 – *  Aging and Social Change Research Network: Member  

 

2022 – 2024  Gerontology Research and Scholarship (GeRAS) Group: Member 

 

2022 - 2026  Coalition of Black Social Workers: Mentor and Member 

 

2021 - *  Gerontological Society of America: Member 

 

2017- * National Association of Social Workers-Michigan Chapter, Middle 

Tennessee Chapter, & Utah Chapter: Member 

 

2021 – * Lunch and Learn Leadership Team – National Association of Social 

Workers-Middle Tennessee Chapter: Leadership Team Member 

 

2017 – 2021 Aging and Gerontology Work Group – Michigan Chapter, NASW:  

Member 

 

Practice Experience           
 



 

2019-2022 Medical Social Worker & Volunteer Coordinator  

Comfort Care Hospice, Springfield, TN 

 

2019  Primary Therapist  

Journey Pure, Clarksville, TN 
 
2016-2018 Medical Social Worker  

Seasons Hospice and Palliative Care, Troy, MI 

 

2016  Psychiatric Social Worker  

Garland Behavioral Health, Garland, TX 

 

2015-2016  Medical Social Worker  

 Holy Savior Hospice, Dallas, TX 

 

2015   Graduate Social Work Intern  

Hospice Compassus, New Orleans, LA 

 

Clinical Licensure           
 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker, #13752409-3501 

State of Utah Department of Commerce Division of Professional Licensing   

 

 


